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On Silent Period and Its Implications in Foreign Language Teaching
Liu DongHdou  Zhou Hai-ping
( Anhui Science and Technology University Fengyang 233100 China)

First this paper explores the concept of silent period and its significance in foreign or second language learning followed by
literature review on empirical research into silent period phenomena. Second it expounds the causes of silent period formation in
foreign or second language learning. It is due to private speech which is used as the preparation for speech production and on the
other hand the different lengths of silent periods for different people are the results of individual differences and cognitive learn—
ing styles of the learners. In the end it discusses the implications of silent period theory in foreign language teaching.
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