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A Study on the Method Section of Research Articles from
the Perspective of Thematic Structure
Liu Hui
( Heilongjiang University Harbin 150080 China)

This paper focuses on the distributions of simple theme multiple themes and other characteristic themes within the frame—
work of Systemic Functional Linguistics. On the basis of a self-built corpus of method section of research articles this paper finds
that simple theme that is formed by noun or pronoun is used mostly and multiple themes and other characteristic themes are used
to a less degree. Meanwhile there are obvious differences between arts & humanity and the other disciplinary clusters which use
the simple theme that is formed by personal pronoun demonstrative pronoun and a single noun. There are also obvious diffe—
rences between pure sciences and the other disciplinary cluster which use the simple theme that is formed by prepositional phrase
and complement. The results show that there are typical generic and disciplinary characteristics in the usage of thematic structure

in method section.
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(@ What is still however missing from this kind of re-
search is a nuanced approach to how different social identities
play out and co-articulate with ethnicity within the context of
what has been too statically defined as one homogeneous com—
munity. ( ALRA3107)

@) What made the tournament appropriate for learning
more about adaptation was its atypical format: the boxers
fought successive matches against the toughest opponents in
their weight division without the softer matches that typically

follow challenging ones. ( PCRA6107)
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the same particle analyzer described above. ( MTRA2107)
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© DNA was eluted in 100ul of water and quantified with
the Nanodrop ND1000 ( Thermo Scientific USA) and then
stored at 20 degrees centigrade. ( MDRA3002)
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@ Then 5ml of deionized water was added to each tube

and the suspension was thoroughly mixed. ( MDRA3012)
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