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Translation of Medical Terms of Huangdi Neijing under the Construal Theory

Sun Feng-an
( Beijing Foreign Studies University Beijing 100089 China)

Chinese medical terms manifest themselves in semantic connotations cultural images and cognitive backgrounds which
though difficult to translate produces different translations. The analysis of the cognitive mechanism of the translators can help to
explain the reasons why the same source text produces different translations. This paper analyzes the translation difference of Chi—
nese medical terms in Huangdi Netjing under construal theory from the four aspects: scope and background perspective salience
and specificity along with the reasons of these four aspects. It is concluded that the best way to translate the original meaning of
the source text can be realized through the following approaches: the scope and background of the translator should be close to the
source text; the salience should be close to the reference points of the source text; cognitive effort and cognitive increment should
be reflected on the specificity.
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7 “In diagnosing the
pulse that represents the pathological condition doctor should
feel the pulse in the morning before the patient has taken his
breakfast when the Yang Vital Essence is not moving and the

Yang Vital Energy is not evanescent. ” “we”

o « »

“ 7 “If we see a long pulse it indi-

cates that the qi is flowing smoothly. If we see a short pulse

it indicates that there is pathology at the qi level.”
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“The law of yin and yang is the natural order of

the universe the foundation of all things mother of all chan—

ges the root of life and death. ”

are the Tao between the Heaven and the Earth

ting force of all creatures
of germination and killing
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“to Tun counter to this Kidney Vital Energy will be
damaged bringing with it diseases in cold nature in summer
as the germination and growth of spring has been damaged. ”
“Furthermore violating the natural order of spring
will cause cold disease illness inflicted by atmospheric cold

. ” “ ”
during summer.
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