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The Embodied Cognitive Basis of Metonymic Memes
Wei Zaiiang
( Guangdong University of Foreign Studies Guangzhou 510420 China)

Metonymic memes are information representation which carry and spread the speaker’s intention continually by means of repeti—
tive and analogical references through the language structures. Memes based on the experiences structure the forms in the ways of
perceptions. Different people may have different experiences even on the same meme as a result of many factors such as their living
experiences socialized process educational background personal character emotion etc. Therefore basically memes’ embodi—
ment is the embodiment of human mind. The embodied cognitive study of language is a new cognitive paradigm which combines the
embodied cognition and cognitive linguistics together. This paper on the basis of the embodied philosophy explores the memes’
embodied cognitive nature from the perspectives of language memes’ organization experiences conceptualization and substitution.
It aims to provide a new viewpoint for the study of memes.
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(D a. The secret of happiness is this: let your interests
be as wide as possible and let your reactions to the things
and persons that interest you be as far as possible friendly
rather than hostile. ( Betrand Russel: The Conquer of Happi—
ness) .

b. The secret of happiness is to see all the marvels of
the world and never forget the drops of oil on the spoon.
( Paulo Coelho: The Alchemist) .

c. The secret of happiness is not having more but
wanting less.

d. The secret of happiness is not to have what you
want but to have what you have.

e. The secret of happiness is not in doing well what
one likes but in liking what one has to do.

f. The secret of happiness is to fill one’s life with ac—
tivities.

g. The secret of happiness is freedom. (
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