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An Interpretation of the Saints Characters in I. S. Shmelyov’s Works

Wang Ze-yu

(Heilongjiang University, Harbin 150080, China)

Abstact: Being different from western literature, Saint worship is one of the important features of Russian
literature. So Russian literature is endowed with many spiritual qualities, such as belief in God, the spirit
of great sacrifice, and religious asceticism. These qualities are serving as the ideal moral paradigms and
the hope of revival. This article starts from the analysis of the characters of the saints in the Russian

writer lvan Shmelyov’s works, trying to interpret the characteristics of the characters, and the inner artistic
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power by unique collision between the Orthodox spirit and the Russian literature.

Key words: Saints spirit; religious asceticism; saint Russia; moral ideal
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