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Typological Origination of Transitive Features of Ergative Alternation
Li Zong-yang
( Harbin University of Science and Technology Harbin 150080 China)

The ergative alternation is the most important typological character for ergative verbs. This study explores the typological o—
rigination of causative sentences and traces its transitive features back to the transformation of the causative features of causative
verbs. On the basis of this we further explore the changes of typological characters in the process of ergative alternation from five
aspects. the argument structure the object variation the core meaning thematic role and semantic termination. Finally we try
to develop the typological significance of English and Chinese ergative alternation.

Key words: causative verbs; ergative alternation; linguistic typology

1

o« Spor—

. . tiche( 1988:425) .Koopman  Sportiche( 1991: 85) “
”( VP-internal Subject Hypothesis) :
: : (VP) ( base-gen—
o erated) ; VP
( specifier)
o Perlmutter( 1978: 157) ( complement) o

“

" ( Relational Grammar)

( Unaccusative Hypothesis) :

( unergative verb) (un- ;
accusative verb) . o
Williams( 1981) ; o
o Chomsky( 1981) TG Perlmutter
* “ MTI 7 (JG2013010299)
« ” (2011YF049) .

56



2016

break
: The vase broke.

(‘ergative verb) .

. Tom broke the vase

. .
occur: He occurred the accident.

( ergative)

NP, +V .
NP,

NP, +V + NP,

NP, +V + NP,
NP,

NP, +V

(D Ed filled the pot with water. The pot filled with water.

(2 John smashed the egg.

3 He opened the door.

o

o

The egg smashed.

o

The door opened.

He rolled the rock down the hill. = He caused the rock to roll

down the hill.

o

phrastic causative)

(2004: 29)

tive) o

3.1

Tom broke the vase
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(lexical causative) .

( morphological causative) ( peri—
3 o
( alterna—
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the vase
the vase

The vase broke

NP, +V
break

break Tom

The vase broke

o

o NP, +V + NP,

Tom broke the vase
the vase ;. break

the vase
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3.2 rolled the rock down the hill the rock roll
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roll : He rolled
. The rock rolled down
DP the rock
the rock
the rock
roll o He

( telicity)
V +-ed

(® John sold the car.

(© Mary has cracked the plate.

@

have + V + -ed

“ ” “ ”»

The car sold.
The plate has cracked.
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o The door opened o
door opened
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