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An Interactionalist Approach to Conceptualizing

the Construct of Interactional Speaking Competence
Zhang Lin  Jin Yan
( Shanghai Jiao Tong University Shanghai 200030 China)

Traditionally second language ( 12) construct has been defined mainly from an individualHocused cognitive perspective
portraying the abilities within an individual language user. As the social nature and functions of language receive growing attention
among applied linguists more and more researchers argue for a primarily social representation of the L2 construct addressing the
influence of social interaction and context on L2 use. Accordingly this paper proposes to adopt an interactionalist approach to
conceptualizing the construct of interactional speaking competence in an attempt to provide a better assessment of the ability to in—
teract in realife settings.
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