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On the Acculturation of the Chinese in the Wallace Stevens’ Poems
— Take the Poem “The Snow Man” as an Example
Xu Pan Qi Cai-hui
( Harbin Normal University Harbin 150025 China)

Wallace Stevens is an American imagist in the twentieth century. At that time American traditional values and religious be—
liefs confronted a serious crisis. For various reasons American intellectuals found themselves equipped with a mindset of curiosi—
ty and a broad view of the cultures around the globe. Chinese culture to a large extent appealed to American poets including
Wallace Stevens. In the world of disorder Stevens pondered anew the perceptions towards the world. In a large number of letters
and poems Stevens manifests his enthusiasm for Chinese culture. This thesis takes Stevens’ The Snow Man as an example to ana—
lyze the essence of Chinese “Dao” in natural evolvement nothingness and meditation as well as the element of reconciliation in
Chinese landscape painting.
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Wallace Stevens: The Making of Harmonium
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sits/ In the shadow of a pine tree/ In China/ He sees lark—

o (An old man

spur / Blue and white /At the edge of the shadow /Move
in the wind. . . ( Wallace stevens 1997: 106)
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The Snow Man

. by Wallace Stevens

One must have a mind of winter

To regard the frost and the boughs

Of the pine-irees crusted with snow;
And have been cold a long time
To behold the junipers shagged with ice
The spruces rough in the distant glitter
Of the January sun; and not to think
Of any misery in the sound of the wind
In the sound of a few leaves
Which is the sound of the land
Full of the same wind
. That is blowing in the same bare place
For the listener who listens in the snow
And nothing himsell beholds
Nothing that is not there and the nothing that is.
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