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On Anthropological Foundation of Herder’s Philosophy of Language
Pang Wen-wei
( Tongji University Shanghai 200092 China)

Johann Gottfried Herder was a great German philosopher poet literary critic and theologian in the 18" century. He had u-
nique incisive and deep insights in Philosophy Aesthetics Linguistics Theology Literature and other areas. His interested
areas are much broader and his influence is more profound than people know. His effect on Philosophy of Language and Linguis—
tics is especially prominent. Taking Herders philosophy of language as the research object this paper has unearthed his anthro—
pological foundation through an analysis of his life and works. From the autonomy and historicity of human beings Herder used
human language to solve philosophical problems. His philosophy of language based on anthropological thoughts has played a
huge role in promoting the modern Philosophy of Language Linguistics Anthropology and Linguistic Anthropology ( Anthropo—
logical Linguistics) .
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