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A Study on Hester from the Perspective of Conceptual Metaphor
Zhuge Xiao-chu Wu Shi—xiong
( Wenzhou Business College Wenzhou 325000 China; Fujian Normal University Fuzhou 350007 China )

Based on Hesters life experience ( from committing a sin to suffering punishment to winning self-redemption)  this paper
analyzes her special image from the perspective of conceptual metaphor. The study shows that Hawthorne firstly constructs a
mega-metaphor “sin is an object” which contains a set of micro-metaphors to depict Hester’s sin. Then he utilizes the images of
“scarlet letter scaffold chain/link. .. ” and two metaphors “people are inanimate objects” and “language is an object” to por—
tray Hester’s punishment. Finally he presents Hester’s self-redemption by employing another two metaphors “redemption is
pearl” and “redemption is the scarlet letter”. Tt is not hard to see that metaphorical images play crucial roles in The Scarlet Let—
ter especially in the characterization of Hester.
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(B ask not wherefore nor how thou hast fall—
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ther he nor she could break. ( 1 179)
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Dames of elevated rank likewise whose doors she

entered in the way of her occupation were accus—

tomed to distil drops of bitterness into her heart;

sometimes through that alchemy of quiet malice by
which women can concoct a subtle poison from ordi-
nary trifles; and sometimes also by a coarser ex—
pression that fell upon the sufferer’s defenceless

breast like a rough blow upon an ulcerated wound.
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