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Mood Function and Sentence Types
Wu JianHeng
( Shanghai Jiaotong University Shanghai 200030 China)

Owing to the complex origin and obscure connotation there are divergent perspectives of Chinese sentence type which shif—
ting among concepts such as mood function usage and goal. This paper explains the three concepts: sentences type mood and
sentence function in their conceptional evolution process connotation and extension as well as interrelationships. It is proposed
in this paper that sentence type is a pragmatic concept in terms of the communicative function of sentences which is the speech
act indicated in the sentence. Each sentence type is a representative set of different speech acts. Therefore it is necessary to go
beyond the tradition( which leads to a vicious circle) of strictly corresponding moods to Chinese sentence types and to firmly dif—
ferentiate the two concepts from the speech act perspective of sentence type.
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