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On the Existentialism Awareness of Tolstoy’s Novella “The Kreutzer Sonata”

DAI Zhuomeng

Abstract: From the 1880’s to the early 20" century, Russian literature entered a new historical period. Some writers

started rethinking personality issues in terms of existentialism. The issue of boundaries was one of the issues of
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existentialism. The great Russian realist writer Lev Tolstoy, during the process of seeking the art form of the issue
of boundaries, created a series of outstanding works like “Three Deaths”, “The Death of Ivan Ilyich” and “The
Kreutzer Sonata”. The Kreutzer Sonata might be the most difficult one of his works to understand. He directly
put himself into the language environment of the 20" century philosophy and art. The novella showed the writer’s
thinking process of the classicism philosophy and the existentialism philosophy of the two ages infiltrated each
other and restricted each other. The Kreutzer Sonata confirmed that Tolstoy’s existentialism in the framework of
realist traditions became mature with each passing day.

Key words: Tolstoy; existentialism; death; boundary; The Kreutzer Sonata

JK3ucTeHuaan3M B nosectu «Kpeiueposa conara» JI. H. Toscroro

Hait YxyomsH

[ Aunoramun] C 80-x rogos 19 cromerns no madana 20-ro BeKa B PyCCKOM JUTEpPAType HACTYIIUI
COBCPUICHHOHOBHEIA MEPHUOJ, PAJl MHUCATEICH MOCBSIIIAIN CBOU MPOU3BEICHUANPOOIEMaM JUIHOCTH C
MO3UIMHUIK3UCTEHIIMaMU3Ma. [IpodieMa mpeiena — OIUH U3 BOIMPOCOB SK3MCTCHI[HAIILHOTO CO3HAHMS. Benukuii
pycckuiinucarenb-peanuct JleB Hukomaesuu ToncToil B mporecce moucka HOBOH XyIOXKECTBEHHON (OpMBI
HAIKCaJ HEeCKOJIbKoOIeCTAImX npousseacHuii: «Tpu cmeptny, «Cmepts MBana Winbnuay, «KpeiinepoBa coHaray
u np. Cpenn HuX noBecTb«KpeiiniepoBa coHaTa» MOXETIPEACTABIATh HANOOIBIITYIO TPYIHOCTD I TOHUMaHHUS.
IMucarenp kak ObI moMenaeT cedsB KOHTEKCTe hrtocoduu U UCKyccTBa XX Beka. B ero mpou3BeeHUsIX MoKa3aHbl
Pa3MBIIIICHUS MUCATEIS O CIOXKHOMIHAICKTHYCCKOM B3aHMONPOHUKHOBCHUU M B3aUMOICHCTBUH B cepe
MCKYCCTBa JBYX 30X (AIMOXHU Kiaccudeckoipmimocodpun n smoxu rx3ucTeHnuanmm3ma). [losects «Kpelineposa
COHATa»IeMOHCTPUPYET, KaK B paMKaxXTPaJUIMOHHOTO peanu3Ma y TOJCTOro moCTENeHHO MPOUCXOAUT
(hopMHIpOBaHUE FK3UCTCHINATHCTHYECKUXBO33PEHUIH.

[ KioueBbie cioBal Tonctold; sK3uCTEHIMAIN3M; CMEPTh; npenel; «Kpeiiieposa conaray



