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Identity Construction from the Perspective of Individuation: Retrospect and Prospect
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Individuation is a novel theorized model emerging in Systemic Functional Linguistics since the turn into the 21st century.
This theory focuses on code orientation which is divided into two complementary hierarchies: allocation and affiliation. This pro—
vides a new perspective for the research on identity construction. While allocation indicates the differentiated distribution of social
semiotic resources the establishment of recognition rules and the forming of social identity from the ontogenetic dimension affi—
liation is concerned about how the individual or community deploys the allocated semiotic resources to maintain the bonding al-
liance or interpersonal differences on the basis of identity negotiation from the logogenetic dimension. This research paradigm
highlights the revelation of individual features or ideologies in discourse propelling the development of research on identity con—
struction towards humanism. This paper embarks on a retrospect of the research background of identity construction from the per—
spective of Individuation elucidates its major research topics prevailing theories and methodologies and then concludes by ex—
ploring the prospects for future research on identity construction from the perspective of Individuation.
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