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A Corpus-based Study on Verb-noun Collocation Errors
by Chinese Non-English Majors from the Perspective of Conceptual Transfer

Wang Rui

( Heilongjiang University Harbin 150080 China)

Conceptual transfer is a recent notion proposed in an attempt to account for language transfer in the level of concepts. Under

the framework of this theory the present study is devoted to probing into the verb-noun collocation errors in the English writings

of Chinese Non-nglish majors extracted from two sub-corpora of CLEC ST3 and ST4. The study reveals the following results:

(1) based on the compound conceptual system in conceptual theory the underlying causes can be traced back to the level of con—

cepts

that is mis-mobilization of L1-based concepts in the production of 2 mis-eonstruction of shared concepts mis-construc—

tion of L2-based concepts; (2) conceptual transfer can be attributed to the interlingual errors intralingual errors and communica—

tive strategy errors. Finally

some suggestions for the further improvements on teachings are presented as followings: both tea—

chers and students should increase their awareness of collocation; corpus should be applied extensively in foreign language learn—

ing; the awareness of L2-based concept should be cultivated in language teaching.
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N o learn
( Y learn
(1 to obtain knowledge or a skill by studying from experience
i (2) from being taught learn ”
o BNC
o learn learn lan—
guage/English learn skills learn lesson learn way.
2 learn ; 7 to study and repeat
Jarvis “ sth. in order to be able to remember it.
( ) learn things ( ) learn
. words( ) o
( psychological ST3.ST4
concept) ( categories of concepts) learn knowledge society ex—
( metaphorical-mapping associations) perience.
learn “ ” learn know—
. ledge( ) .learn society ( ) learn expe—
3 rience( ) 3
( ) s " ( Jarvis
1998:26) .
2.1 “ 7 learn
(2010) “ 7
2.2 “ ”
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( Jiang 2004) . N .
ST3.ST4 o
learn/ ” ( Lakoff 1987:56)

study knowledge learn/realize

the problem

society study lessons realize
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ST3.ST4

take a close look take a decision get a

drink have a go have a drink give a scream give a

speech make a mistake make a note “ +

2008) .

ST3.ST4

AntConc3. 35 55.173.
174.580.594.74.84.597.321.524.471.210.1.518.581 .
501.506 379 make success make law
make the fresh water shortage made a great change make
the reform and open policy make a good life make all their
energy do the reform and open policy have a lesson to have
a various life get train take students’ suggestion take the re—
form and open policy give a student enough respect give less

work  give more attention to

“ ”»

make do have get take give

2.3 “ ”»

122

) o ST3.
ST4

have /take a

bath have/take a rest take/ have a close look take/make a
decision
ST3.ST4 AntConc3. 35
509.272.355.61.311.430.468.504.330.
394.206.21.131 213

get take o

make do have

: make an
unexpected score make a full consideration make harm to do
some achievement do any measure to have medicine do more
beautiful dreams have achievement get a feeling of get disea—
ses take great progress take adventure take further progress

take more effort BNC get an
unexpected score have a full consideration do harm to make
achievement take measure take medicine have more beautiful
dreams make achievement have a feeling of have diseases

made great progress have adventure get progress make more

effort B
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James “ ”( James 1998: o
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James( 1998)
. o ST3.
ST4 AntConc3. 35
o 509.394.314.499.525 77
3.1 make unexpected score get diseases go to interview talk
( ) more to each other gave a beat on Jack’s back read more
( ) newspaper or other public media
Nesselhauf( 2003)
o 4
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ST4 learn knowledge( . ST3  ST4
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) study knowledge ( ) study lessons ( o
) realize ability( ) realize society( ) (1)
touch the society( )
“S" “a ” o
ST3.ST4
AntConc3. 35 46.79.
184.38.178.276.424.530.385.457 490 I ;
believe a sentences learn some experiences show this mis— . ( )

takes do their works regret the careless use adapt society

complain conditions looked these play a chess do shop as—
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