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Comparative Study of Grammatical Hierarchies of Modifiers

in English and Chinese Middles
Deng Yun-hua Yin Can
( Hunan Normal University Changsha 410081 China; Shaoyang University Shaoyang 422000 China)

This paper tries to study the grammatical hierarchies of different kinds of modifiers in English and Chinese middles by
means of language typology theory based upon the investigation of middles in sample corpus and the analysis of samples. Also
similarities and differences of English and Chinese middles will be presented through the grammatical relations and the cognitive
motivations for the similarities and differences are explained in detail by means of Prototype Theory. The analyses are expected to
contribute to a better understanding of typological characteristics of modifiers in middles so as to enrich language expression and
promote language teaching.
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