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Trauma * Postmemory * Salvation
—An Analysis of Art Spiegelman’s Maus
Yan Shu-ying
( Central University of Finance and Economics Beijing 100081 China)

Maus is Art Spiegelman’s most significant work. As a graphic narrative it records what happened to his parents as Jews in
wartime Poland according to his father’s memories. The work won him not only the Pulitzer Prize but also a significant position in
literature. This article analyzes how Arts parents and Art himself suffered from the miserable wartime experiences and the post—
memories with emphasis on how they struggled against the trauma uncovering the lifelong trauma the Holocaust has done to the
survivors and the next generations. Finally the article points out that narration is an effective way of salvation for these victims.
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