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Narrative Motivation and Contract in Sir Gawin and Green Knight
Zhou Zhi-gao
( Jiangxi Normal University Nanchang 330022 China; jiuJiang University Jiujiang 332005 China)

As a classical representative of King Arthur and Round Table Knights legends Sir Gawin and Green Knight is proped by a
multitude of knights” legends and made famous by its peculiar narrative arts. Character’s desire gives a strong force to narrative
and becomes driving-power to push the plot forward. In the scene of “beheading game” green knight delay the time of returning
an axe to Gawin which makes narrative obtain enough time and space narrative tension stretch reader’s aesthetic time leng—
thened in the postponing of the story and meets reader’ s expectation. That Gawin accepts green knight” s challenge and commits
himself to the contract reveals his excellent features of “pentangle knight” but the heterogeneity of knight” s spirit pushes Gawin
into the interlocking contracts which makes his status of “pentangle knight” A questioned and disintegrated. Too much narrative
of “seduction” further pushes Gawin into the twist of multi-contracts. At the same time it entails the narrative persistent force.
Gawin conforming to contract or breaking contract underlies the multi-meanings of the theme in the story. The humanity light in
the end of the story gives a bright color to the story.
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