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Whose Eyes are You in?
The Narrative Perspectives in Hong Lou Meng and Its Three English Translations
Liu Ze-quan Gu Xiang-na
( Yanshan University Qinhuangdao 066004 China)

The diversity of narrative perspectives in Hong Lou Meng ( A Dream of Red Chamber) adds not only to the novel’s artistic
touch but also to its richness in meanings. By investigating two episodes in which the third person’s limited narrative perspective
is frequently employed this paper attempts to compare and analyze how this particular perspective is dealt with in the three Eng—
lish versions of the novel with the aim of shedding some light on the translation practice of Chinese classics.
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@ FE2—F@red, — @i E || XY EA, observed | | the headgear dress deportment and

A R AR, AT H, RFBHHN T RF. (
)

.. and as she sipped it Dai-yu observed

manners of the several waiting maids which she re—

ally found so unlike what she had seen in other

households.

I I that their clothing make-up and deportment

were quite different from those of the maids she had

seen so far in other parts of the mansion.

. and as she sipped it she studied

them observing || that their make-up clothes and

deportment were quite different from those in other
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: Just then they heard || peals of laughter

from the back courtyard and a voice cried ‘T’ m

late in greeting our guest from afar! ”
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. As Grannie Liu sat in silence

waiting
with bated breath and head cocked to one side for

her summons she heard | | a far-off sound of laugh—

ter followed presently by a sound of rustling dresses

as between ten and twenty women entered the recep—

tion room and passed from it into the room beyond.

Then two or three women bearing large red lacquer

boxes took up their positions on the side nearest the

room in which she sat and stood there waiting to be

O e e 0 B ek )
: When they ascended the steps of the

main apartment a young waiting-maid raised a red

woollen portiere and as soon as they entered the

hall they smelt | | a whiff of perfume as it came

wafted into their faces: what the scent was they

could not discriminate; but their persons felt as if

called. A voice in the far room called out ‘Serve

now please! ’ at which to judge from the noises

most of the women scuttled off leaving only the few

who were waiting at table.

: They left her straining her ears with ba—
ted breath as she waited there in silence. In the

distance laughter rang out. Ten to twenty serving

they were among the clouds.
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women swished through the hall to another inner

room while two or three bearing lacquered boxes

came to this side to wait. When the order was given

all left but a few who handed

to serve the meal

round the dishes.

A voice in the far room called
out to judge from the noises she waited

there in silence In the distance laughter rang out
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: While XiHeng was speaking the servants

brought in tea and various plates of food the distri—
bution of which she proceeded to supervise in per—

son. Dai-yu noticed | | her Aunt Wang questioning

XiHeng on the side ‘Have this month’ s allowances

been paid out yet?’

had been

served. And as Xifeng handed round the tea and

Meanwhile refreshments

sweetmeats Lady Wang asked whether she had dis—

tributed the monthly allowance.

tea and refreshments had

and HsiHfeng herself handed

. As she spake
already been served
round the cups and offered the fruits. Upon hearing

the question further put by her maternal aunt Secun—

da  “Whether the issue of the monthly allowances of

money had been finished or not yet?” Hsideng re—

plied. . .
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: ( She)

entrances. A number of importantdooking gentlemen

. sidling up to one of the side

sat in the gateway sunning their bellies and discour—

sing with animated gestures on a wide variety of top—

ics.

. she timidly approached the side en—

trance where some arrogant (:orpulent servants were

sunning themselves on long benches engaged in a

lively discussion.

... she subsequently squatted in front of

the side gate whence she could see || a number of

servants _swelling out their chests pushing out their

stomachs gesticulating with their hands and kicking

their feet about while they were seated at the main

entrance chattering about one thing and another.
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