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A New Chapter for Transformation of the Discipline of Foreign Language Instruction
in Colleges and Universities Aiming at Cultivating International Talent
Wu Cheng-yi
( Heilongjiang University Harbin 150080 China)

Since the Reform and Opening-up in 1978 historical changes have been witnessed with regard to the relationship between
China and the world. The opportunities and challenges deriving from these changes generate unprecedented new demand for culti—
vating international talent presenting as well unprecedented new opportunities for transformation of the discipline of foreign lan—
guage instruction in colleges and universities. The discipline of foreign language instruction should clarify its core goal as the main
channel or main front for cultivating international talent thus fully devoted to the nation strategic task of cultivating international
talent. The precondition of practicing international talent cultivation is to formulate Chinas outlook on international talent based on
the nations strategic needs. At present the discipline of foreign language instruction in higher institutions in China is actively ex—
ploring new approaches to cultivating new genre international talent with composite academic background while keeping on culti-
vating traditional international talent majoring in foreign language and literature. In the future the discipline of foreign language
instruction should be brave in innovating itself in terms of who to serve what type of talent to produce what competence to focus
on which cultures to study and how to treat the so-called non-standard language varieties so as to facilitate further progress in
transformation of the discipline of foreign language instruction.
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