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A Study on Appraisal Meaning and Its Subjectivity in English Middle Construction
Zhang Xiao
( Beijing Institute of Graphic Communication Beijing 102600 China)

Middle construction ( MC) in English as a type of construction which is different from both active construction and passive
construction has its own formal features and attribute characteristics. Semantically what MC describes is the entity ( E) desig—
nated by its subject. Based upon the Appraisal Theory in Systemic Functional Linguistics MC can function as evaluation. Ac-—
cording to the attitude system of the Appraisal Theory MC mainly expresses the speakers appreciation of E specifically the
speaker’s reactions to E by means of manner adjuncts. Such a property of MC is ensured by the subjectivity of language.
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(D Whole wheat bread cuts easily.
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(@ a. That record sells well.
b. The steak you bought cut like buiter.

c. Cotton clothes wear comfortably.
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®@c well comfortably
®a quite well
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@ a. This novel reads quite well.
b. The shirts wash well.
o Fill-
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c. The blackboard writes smoothly.
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(® a. The shirt irons well.



2015 6
b. The shirt wears comfortably. ( lexical choices)
®a &b the shirt ( Thompson 2004:75)
the shirt o ®a ( adjunct) .
the shirt “ v« 7 Halliday ( cir-
;7 Gb cumstantial adjunct) ( modal ad-
the shirt ” o junct) o N ( manner) 3
3.1 ( means) 4 ( Halliday 2004:
Martin 354 — 358 2014: 419 —423)
Rose 3
( APPRAISAL theo— ( comparison)
ry) o o
N N ( Mar— ( Martin  White
tin Rose 2003: 22 - 25) . Martin 2005:56) .
White ( reaction)
o ( impact)
( Attitude) . ( Engagement) ( Gradua— °
tion) 3 o ( Affect) .
( Appreciation) ( Judgement) 3 °
( feelings) ( SPEED) .
. : ( VALUE) . ( DIFFICULTY) ( Dixon 2005:
( monogloss) ( heterogloss) 449 —450) ( PROPENSITY) 4 o
( force) ( focus) N ( activity)
( gradability) N
( Martin  White 2005: 34 —38) .
Martin N
( the appraiser) ° “ N .
7 ( 2007)

( the appraised) ( Thompson 2004: 76) .

°

( the value of things)
( Martin Rose 2003:25) .
3.2

(D a. This novel reads quite well.
b. This book reads poorly.
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(@ a. Marble carves easily.
b. These mandarins peel easily but those
oranges peel with great difficulty.
a

easily

®@a @b

@ a. These toys assemble rapidly.
b. Such decoders sell slowly.
@a rapidly

o @b

slowly

®a ®b

@ a. Idaho potatoes bake beautifully.
b. The pack handles comfortably.

beautifully comfortably

o @ a

“« »

beautifully
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(® This oven cleans quickly and effortlessly.

quickly  effortlessly

2007) o
( intensifier)
(® These Mills and Boon novels lend rather
rapidly.
(® a. These Mills and Boon novels lend rapidly.
(@ The form reads well enough.
(@ a. The form reads well.
® Beancurd digests very easily.
a. Beancurd digests easily.
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easily rather enough very
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rapidly well easily
rather enough
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