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On Key Term in Modern Linguistics: Language Characteristics

Sun Shu-fang

(Center of Russian Language and Literature Studies of Heilongjiang University, Harbin 150080, China)

Abstract: From invention and development as a scientific concept to the formation of a complete
theoretic system, the exploration of language characteristics has been a long and tough journey.
“Language characteristics” was defined as a term on books of German linguist 1.J1. Baiicrep6ep and
Russian linguist B.B. BuHorpagos for the first time in the 30s of 20" century. While not until the rise and
development of Psycholinguistics, Sociolinguistics, Linguistic culturology and other areas of humanities
after the 50s does the phenomenon of language characteristics attract wide spread attention and
become one of the key terms in modern linguistics. The term itself has multiple meanings, perspectives
and dimensions, thus different definitions and schools are formed according to different studies. This
paper aims to interpret and explain the connotations of language characteristics, to explore theory source
of its formation and uncover theory essence of different schools, to study different concepts showed by
different definitions.

Key words: language characteristics; connotation explanations; different schools; different definitions
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