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On Evolution of Names

Zeng Yong-xing

(Heilongjiang University, Harbin 150080, China)

Abstract: The study on names dates back to the Ancient Greek times. In the Ancient Greek times,
philosophers studied names from the aspect of the relation between names and the things they refer to,
thus producing naturalism and conventionalism and later developing into anomalism and analogism. In
the Middle Ages, philosophers started a debate on the nature of names with the opinions of realism and
nominalism. In modern times, philosophers mainly study general names and proper names from the
perspective of names’ intention.
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