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On Conversational Silence from the Perspective of Politeness
Zhou Shu—iang Dong Chuan-ie
( Shandong Institute of Business and Technology Yantai 264005 China)

Politeness is an important pragmatic principle. In the process of communication guided by politeness principle communi—
cators often use indirect language. Conversational silence is a kind of special indirect language which can convey the significance
of politeness. In everyday conversations conversational silence can be used to avoid FTAs and perform such redressive strategies
as negative politeness off record and “don’ t do the FTA” so as to save face and also avoid the imposition confrontation or em—
barrassment which may not be avoided when one uses verbal expressions.
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| o ;I don’t

know the answer; I have no idea; I am not quite sure

if I understand the question.

@D T: Next B. Who shall 1...?

( pause — around 0. 8)

T: Mr. ().

S: I don’ t know.

( pause — around 1.5)

T: Are you looking at the back of the
handout ? What is the modern translation of ‘hitono
soshiri” ?

( pause — around 1.5)

34

S: I don’t know. ( Nakane 2008: 1827)
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o well

°

® C:

vicar so that we could( in-breath) do the final on Sat—

... I wondered if you could phone the

urday( 0. 8) morning o: r( .) afternoon or

(3.0)

R: Yeah you see 1’11 I’ 11 phone him up and
see if there’ s any time free

(2.0)

C: Yeah

R: Uh they’ re normally booked Saturdays
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but T don’ t—it might not be( Levinson1996: 337)
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(@) Gus: What is going on here?
Pause ( Gap)
Ben: What do you mean? ( 2007:
53)
Ben o
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(® Sandy: But I’ m sure they’ 1l have good food
there.

Jack: 1.6 seconds

Sundy: Hmm- guess the food isn’ t great.
Jack: Nah-people mostly go gor the music.
( Yule 2000: 80)
Sandy Jack

o Sandy
Jack

113 2

( FTA)

173 2

( Sacks et al. 1974:53) .

(® T: When you are ready please stand up and
tell me the answer.
(1.0)
S1: I know but I’ m afraid. . .

( )
1 .

( 2003) .
(@ Hannah: And he’ s going to make his own
paintings.

Bea: ( pause)

Hannah: And — or I mean his own frames.
Bea: Yeah. ( Sacks Schegloff and Jefferson
1977:364)
Hannah Bea
Hannah °
Hannah
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