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Mourning and Melancholia: On Psychology and Power in Sense and Sensibility
Wu Jing Fan Yi+ing
( University of Science and Technology Beijing Beijing 100083 China)

Elinor and Marianne the two sisters in Jane Austen’s first novel Sense and Sensibility when facing “the loss of a beloved
person” respond quite differently. Elinor exhibits a process of Freudian mourning whereas Marianne enters into a state of melan—
cholia. This paper attempts to argue that the psychic process of mourning or melancholia demonstrates the conflicts between indi—
vidual subject and the Foucauldian disciplinary power at the psychic level. By drawing upon the cultural theoretical history of
melancholia from Freud to Judith Butler the paper analyzes how melancholia leads to the subject’ s turning back upon itself as
the indispensible stage of subjection. While Elinor’ s mourning is the result of her mediating with the disciplinary patriarchal pow—
er thus manifesting both the subordination of the subject and her feminist agency. Marianne’ s story of melancholia as the out—
come of the substitution of the subject by the psychic form of patriarchal power results from her fierce rebellion against it. Eventu—
ally Marianne yields to the double discipline of power at the physical and psychic level by symbolically falling into great sick—
ness hence gets into the state of subjection. By so doing Austen presents an interfacing of power gender and psychology.
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