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Philosophy and Linguistics Are Cradles for Each Other

Wang Yin

(Sichuan International Studies University, Chongqging 400031, China)

Abstract: The linguistic circle in China is lacking in school awareness of its own, not to speak of its own
theoretical system, thus causing it difficult to hold equal dialogue on the international academic stage,
which has worried so many scholars of insight. The Chinese Association for the Philosophy of Language,
after years of thinking, has suggested to forge “China’s Post-philosophy of Language” as our native
theory so as to establish China s linguistic theory with its own characteristics and remove this worry as
soon as possible, with a period of efforts in integrating the relative researches at home. Some colleagues
would naturally ask why linguistic studies should be combined with philosophy. The right response will be
Robins celebrated dictum “Philosophy had been the cradle of linguistics”. This paper holds that if it is of
philosophy, it can certainly be used for linguistic research; and that if it is of language, it is certainly
associated with philosophy. These two disciplines are closely related as lips and teeth, with simultaneous
root and development, thus being cradles for each other. Following Wang Tianyi’s writing “The
Contributions of Cognitive Linguistics to Western Philosophy”, the paper attempts to re-analyze the
impelling role of Conceptual Blending Theory in philosophy and logic. The view of “Cradles for Each
Other” can be regarded as one of the issues in China s Post-philosophy of Language and the Second
Philosophical Enlightenment.

Key words: China’s Post-philosophy of Language; Cognitive Linguistics; Conceptual Blending Theory
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