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Gender Differences in Interpreting for Chinese Government Press Conferences:

A Case Study of Parenthetical “I Think” and “I Believe”
Pan Feng Li Xin
( Huazhong University of Science & Technology Wuhan 430074 China; Shanghai Jiao Tong University Shanghai 200240 China)
Based on a corpus this paper explores the uses of parenthetical “I think” and “I believe” with the aim of unveiling gender
differences in interpreting for Chinese government press conference. And the results show that: first male interpreters prefer “I
think” for expressing personal opinions while female interpreters predominantly favor “I believe”. Second male interpreters”
uses of parenthetical “I think/believe” generally surpass those by female interpreters not only in modifying propositional content
but also in delivering interpersonal meanings which is shown by their more frequent additions of these parenthetical phrases in
the interpreting process. Third male interpreters” discourses generally displays higher degree of uncertainty or tentativeness than
female interpreters. The differences can be explained by the distinct ways men and women are socialized into language use in par—
ticular context as well as the change of social status of women in contemporary society.

Key words: gender differences; English interpreting for press conference; corpus; I think/believe

1 ( Holmes
Lakoff ( 1975) 1986:4) . I think

Holmes

Crosby Nyquist 1977; Preisler 1986; 2010 ( Holmes 1986: 13 1988: 115) .

) - Holmes

* “ "( 16BYY012) .
37



2017 : I think I believe 5

London-und Corpus( LLC)

Holmes o I think
I think I believe
o Holmes ( Aijmer 1997: 23)
“ Holmes Aijmer
”( Holmes 1986: 1) LLC
; 1 think 1 °
believe

( Kaltenbsck 2010: 237)

’ °

(
Holmes 1986 Aijmer 1997) .
° 3.1
2 Stubbs( 1986) Pers—
Holmes son( 1993) I think /I believe

¢« “« » “« 2

”( Holmes 1990: 202)
I think /I believe . .
, 1 think I believe
o Stubbs
believe think

“ 7 (1) ; () ;

( Stubbs 1986: 18) . (2) (2)
: I think /I believe probably ; ;
: (3) I think/I believe (3) [ think/I believe
o Stubbs o o

Jucker( 1986)

°

Persson I think
3 : N N
( Persson 1993:5 -9 ., “ 7 °
s »” I think /1 believe
° Persson “ ” 7
Stubbs “ 7 >
Persson 1 think I think /1 believe
I believe I be— ° - 7
lieve o ;o
Holmes I think : 7
o I think /1 believe
( Holmes 1986:2 —4) .
Holmes o
3.2
o Aijmer 1990 —2014

38



2017 I think I believe 5
@ 2»” s 3
N N N I think
o (20.6 8.7 150 98)
ParaConc I believe (18.2
( 2010:49) . 7.5 207 55) o
N N I think
° I believe. be—
lieve think o Aijmer
6 9 “I believe
20 2 ” ( Aijmer
(72887 113486 ) 1997: 17)
Holmes( 1986) I think
° Lakoff( 1975) °
, I think I be—
lieve “ 7
() () » ”
86 954 72 887
I think I believe
148 060 113 486 « "
“ ” ( 21.1 7.0
AntConc 22.5 4.4
I think I believe I think I believe
: (1)
ParaConc (2)
I think 1 believe ° 1 think
I believe
( ) ° Simon—Vandenbergen
I think
4 ( Simon-Vandenbergen
4.1 1 think I believe 2000:53) -
I
think I believe I dont think I always/ I think I be—
truly believe we think /we lieve (7.0 4.4)
believe. ) f(22.5 0 21.0) .
i Holmes( 1986 1988)
;5 Ithink I believe
¢ 7/ )
[ think [ believe
4.7 1159120623 (527570 |21.1 R
1.0 | 7.7 | 8.7 | 3.4 | 14.8]18.2| 4.4 |22.5
I think I believe

39



2017 I think T believe 5
o s 1 think I believe  “ 7
« 7 )
° [ think [ believe
4.2 1 think I believe
ParaConc 221108 13 | 1.0 | 2.5]35]32][133]16.5
Lthink  Ibelieve 0.3 3538 [ L1[53]64 1488102
3 N
4° 5 3
. 1 think I believe “ ”
(
16.5 10.2 120 116)
[ think/T believe -
I think I believe
-1 think China’s relations with Singapore
o are good. o
I
[ think /1 believe - think ( 13 3.8)
° T believe ( 6.4
And I dont think there is any problem 3.5) \ .
about his health. think believe ‘
:1 think people here know why this is im- I think
ponant' 13 » 13 »
) ( 2.2 0.3 10.8 3.5) I
believe (43 2» (43 2»”
I think T be- ( 1.1 1.0 5.3 2.5).
lieve “« » 173 »
° ( 3.2
L G 1.4 13.3 8.8; 23 16 97  100)
/ / 7 I think (
I believe P=0.01 P=0.004 0.05) .
° I think I believe
“ 0 ) / / / / / R
Holmes( 1986: 13 1988: 115)
I think 1 believe.
“ " I s , ; I think T
think T believe believe (16.5) (28.1)
“ ” I think T believe 58.7%:; I think I believe
° (10.2) (26.9) 37.9%
“ ” I think I believe
50 ° Fairclough

40




2017 I think I believe 5
I think
1 believe
( Fairclough 1992: 204) o
4.3
1 think
I believe; ( Brown Levinson 1987) .
1 think I believe
( 2013:30)
I think I believe
o o I think 1 believe
I think I
believe 1 think
o I believe o
1 think
I believe o
“ 7 ( Lakoff 1975: 54) o
Kunsmann “
o ” . Kunsmann
( Kunsmann 2000) .
N N 3
o Mason °
R “ 70% ‘ > 2012) .
”( Ma— °
son 2008: 85) .
1 think 1 believe 5
( (43 » )
(G 7 o I think
) I believe
I think
o 1 believe.

41



2017

I think I believe 5

J . 2010( 12) .
J. 2010( 5) .
. : 31 70%
N . 2012 - 05 -25.
J . 2013(3) .

Aijmer K. I Think — An English Modal Particle A . In:
Swan T. Westvik O.].(Eds.)
. Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter 1997.

Modality in Germanic
Languages C

Brown P. Levinson S. Politeness: Some Universals in Lan—
guage Usage M .
Press  1987.

Crosby F. Nyquist L. The Female Register: An Empirical
Study of Lakoff’s Hypotheses J
1977(3) .

Fairclough N. Discourse and Social Change M
bridge: Polity Press 1992.

Cambridge: Cambridge University

. Language in Soctety

Cam—

12017 -02 - 13

42

Holmes J. Functions of You Know in Womens and Men’s
Speech J . Language in Society 1986(1) .
Sort of in New Zealand Women’s and Men’s

Speech J . Studia Linguistica 1988(2) .

Holmes J.

Holmes J. Hedges and Boosters in Womens and Men's
Speech J . Language and Communication 1990( 3) .

Jucker A. News Interviews M . Amsterdam/Philadelphia:
John Benjamins 1986.

Kaltenbsck G. Pragmatic Functions of Parenthetical 1 Think
A . In: Kaltenbsck G. Mihatsch W. Schneider
S. ( Eds.)
Emerald 2010.

New Approaches to Hedging C . Bingley:

Kunsmann P. Gender Status and Power in Discourse Be—
havior of Men and Women OL . http: //www. linguis—
tik-online. com/1_00/KUNSMANN. HTM 2000.

Lakoff R. Language and Womans Place M . New York:
Harper Colophon 1975.

Mason M. Courtroom Interpreting M . Lanham: University
Press of America 2008.

Persson G. Think in a Panchronic Perspective ] . Studia
Neophilologica 1993( 65) .

Preisler B. Linguistic Sex Roles in Conversation: Social Varia—
tion in the Expression of Tentativeness in English M .
Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter 1986.

Simon-Vandenbergen A. M. The Functions of I Think in
Political Discourse J
Linguistics  2000( 1) .

Stubbs M. A Matter of Prolonged Field Work: Notes To—
wards a Modal Grammar of English ] . Applied Linguis—
tics 1986(1) .

. International Journal of Applied



