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Meaning Construction of Emotion Metaphors in Huangdi Neijing
in the Theoretical Framework of Conceptual Blending
Li Xiao-ying
( Southwest University Chongqing 400715 China; Southwest Medical University Luzhou 646000 China)

Mental Space Theory can illustrate the process of constructing the meaning of language while the Conceptual Blending Theo—
ry may explain the mechanism of the construction of language meaning. They both have their advantages and disadvantages and
they complement each other. In the conceptual blending theoretical framework by analyzing the process of the meaning construc—
tion of the emotion metaphors in Huangdi Neijing this paper from the point of the ancient-Chinese-medicine language attempts
to prove the Space Blending Theory proposed by linguists Fauconnier and Turner to be reasonable and universal which indicates
the teory also has some explanatory power for meaning construction of ancient Chinese language.
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Lakoff Johnson HAPPY IS UP SAD IS
DOWN CONCIOUS IS UP UNCONCIOUS IS DOWN
N HEALTH AND LIFE ARE UP SICKNESS AND DEATH
o ideas ( objects) words ( containers) ARE DOWN HAVING CONTROL OR FORCE IS UP BE-
takes the ideas/objects out of the words( con— ING SUBJECT TO CONTROL OR FORCE IS DOWN
tainers) ) ( Lakoff Johnson 1980:15) .
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THE MIND IS AN ENTITY THE MIND .
IS A BRITTLE OBJECT THE MIND IS A MACHINE .
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