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Discontinuous Phenomena of Prepositional Phrases from
the Perspective of Functional Syntax
Li Yan-ling Zhao Xue
(Tianjin Normal University, Tianjin 300387, China; Beijing Foreign Studies University, Beijing 100089, China)
Discontinuous phenomena of prepositional phrase are the special structures which are prevalent in English syntax. They have
been discussed for years in the linguistic circles. So far, scholars focus on the classifications of discontinuous phenomena of pre-
positional phrase and the motivation of specific discontinuous prepositional phrase. However, the existing classification standard
is too prescriptive, which ignores the influence of meanings on forms, and the explorations of discontinuity phenomena of preposi-
tional phrase are not systematic. This paper tends to discuss the discontinuous phenomena of prepositional phrase, which is con-
ducted by the Cardiff Grammar on the basis of Systemic Functional Linguistics, by tree diagrams to explore their types, inner
structures and motivations. It finds that discontinuous phenomena is easy to occur when prepositional phrases are filling Comple-
ment, Adjunct, Main Verb Extension, the qualifier of a nominal group and the finisher of a quality group. The discontinuous

¢

phenomena of prepositional phrases are influenced by interpersonal function, textual function, “complete the unit” principle,
“end weight” principle, “get the pivotal element in soon” principle, registers and the strengthened enhancement of grammatica-
lization between the Main Verb and the minor verb.

Key words : Functional Syntax; prepositional phrase; discontinuous phenomena; Cardiff Grammar; Systemic Functional Lin-

guistics ; interpersonal function
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Quirk %5 (1985:663) #2 ) “ 4] 2 /17" ( deferred
preposition ) X —ME S SR A AR A TRl 4 B AE s B
G R S B854 | AN i 2RI FE 09 4 I | ing- S5 44
Fr, 18 5 5 A kM E 4324, Biber 5 (2000105 )
P i BB A 1R (stranded preposition ) FYME ST, Bl
A A B IR AT A shia), 5 H A 50 =i
AT RME ST B 1A TR RR SR < R A ) Atk
TE Quirk 55 (1985) 14 LAty [ 398 Jonn v b 17 100 . 7 5
[a] )R, 24 A -iE1R 2 P B+ ME FE 24 SE TRl iR A
A1 AR E R AR A3 S s HE DR R AT 2 A 1) i)
21 A RN TS 2 S AT IR I, A R S A RN R
S BN A i — S e, angk Te AL
(2003) FREAFIIMNE R (2011) X 47 iR) HE 2 22 8
SLME SRR D A BT 4125, BRPR A (1989)
SR« A-inl e B AR & e A inl R 2 FE i sk 3
G 0043 A1 B, ME 35 D i ) vk R g B A 1Al
Y 8 FlE Ot , RPAEBE 7)) 8 18 AT 44 TR AT |
B A 4y A) B B A AN E 3K ing-45 H
Fawcett (2000:223) MR SGLINEETE F F M IS
A1) TR) 21 A S ] ) v (g R IE B2 B AR, A S A 1) )
53 B0 —Fh “ T IS (raising phenome-
na) , BIPRE A48 2 TH 20 0 & 2 Rk, sk BOIE Fn
XUERPZ (2011 ) #5417 A 26 76 /N A) 2 1w _E gk
LG, A SCRIEIHRAE (2013 ) S 48 AESE R A1)
AR IR L AR E SR A a4 4 (2015 ) i
A~ 18] 18] 20 7 /N ) J2 T | 4% 1) 18] 2H )2 T Y AR 2 2k
M,

%A 1A AR % 22 B 5 B A R BT, a0
Quirk %5 (1985 :664 ) A Ky A 15 Fl A # b5 J& 75 53 15
SR AL O 2R B RIS K T B A 1) 1) 2H R
AHA[HESTZL, Biber % (2000106 ) i@ 1 18 K} E St
a9 2, IR RTESE RIS b, 15 v AR R
R R 2R 22— A i S il (4 06 Rl R %, i S
AN Y O R R AA L, Fawcett (2000224 ) $&
H L8 (place ) ME &k 43 BT - 1n) 6] 20 19 E 3% 2%
PG, 2z J5, B AE e (2008 ) | 5K #5C IR A X BR
(2011) &4 SCRIEIPRAE (2013 ) BRAL“ A7 &7 &
XpAv-inl e H AE E S IR WAE .l A 4% (2015)
NSRRI ZE 2 T A & A 43 2 IR 2 A M 22
T2

AN B A B &, D RETIREIES
R PCHESL | 2 TARYE I Y IS i ST TE
SR IE B ) 0 AT O 1%, BR DT 18 A el B i £ B
SR EE K |, I 22 i R A 1l 5 3% S 45 T
BB
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2 MMARAIEEZENKAE

STIZ IS 8 2 B s — B B R R R
FAAS [R) M & % H AT fi iR . Quirk 55 (1985) F5
H, —BAE BT, A AMEAL T A 1S, B A 18] 5
SIS B HLAL T 0] R I DU 9 R o < a1
Biber (2000) A2y, 24— jal B LA 0 A9 Sl 3]
5H A B A=A R E S B A TR R
Sy W B AR Fawcett (2000) B FHLFR Ay < AH K
WAy Zal R A e sk B g, Bl — A B i
TG 5 — A B 43 T B AE Lk R SR AR 2 22
%, Fawcett (forthcoming ) 55 il 4= Ta M 5 2 « AE 1%
SR WA, B S — Ak il oAk TR H A
B TS T TR A R b 1 EE LS B
APEBANI R e R R AR ARSI IS . A SO HAE
WA AE— DAl b a5 - R M E B
At ATk BT B ] 1k R A T 1T S 30 B I B
FRAA-TRNEZH )RR SRS, T N i IR 1R vk
A A IR VB B B e R AT IR IR . Fawcett
(2000 ) 4035 L We 53 2 WIS JZ UK, Z/Na) JZ Al 2
= e = TR e N i s B SN EZE R VDN A S 15
HEIAIZH, BT AS SCA I A TR] 1E] 28 i AH G ) 8, 9]
I XA ]I 2H ) N EREE R A TR

3 MMAAAEEERFRE

3.1 /pVaJRbE ph A T TR 2 BT

TESNEY R F 72 v, /N ) il o3 A2 4% 3218 (Sub-
ject) . FZEB1A] ( Main Verb) | 3 % 3l 7] it K Al 45
(Main Verb Extension) . #4F 18 ( Operator) . B 5
iA) ( Auxiliary Verb ) | b i# ( Complement ) | IR i
(Adjunct) #530] ( Binder) 3% #215] ( Linker ) 5,
o, FEFEE /A < T ZE L4 (pivotal
element) ( Fawcett 2000 :200 —201) , 24/NaJH )
DE H A 18] TR 25 M 7 HL /)N ) 288 B A% e Sy BE ) )
B, A 16 54 #ME R BES3 2T, 4l/hA] Who were you
seen by?" 1 S iAlAIZE by whom £E %€ R) f) v % 2
AREZE R, A, TR

Who were you seen by ?

B, VRN A i 2
3L E, AR, TR AR A who A S BE R
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TSR BE R ) AN T sl e (1 il 43 (B AE AR N R, TC
18 who &b T/INa) o AT AR] 52 & 4 24 S R T 1R) 1)
ZH by whom , 78 A #ME , 122/ 1NA] SE DK A # b B2
Tz /e Sy 78 2 BE A AR, )i 4544 I R Kk A2
SRR

3.2 /apRiE i A i) R 2 g

HE/NVATHR REE B A TR 4 B S B/ INR) B
IRIEMEATHE 7] 5% 78 Sy BE (0] ] AR DL T, A 18 A
#ME 5 5134, W/INE] Who does he work for?@":F' , 7T
M/ NARIRIE A TR1IRE 2H for who K AEdRIELSE IS,
L B

Who does he work for

F,  /NVaPIRTE th A iR iR ZH 5

Z/NE] ) IR 45K A He works for whom , 4
AR ) Bl 4t Sy B ) ] I, A8 4 925 SRR who 3 T
IR E VR BERIACTR , E i I B T 1, & IAE
VTN EREE AR T who 3R 2438 24 T AE A 1R IR 20 for
whom HARME, BIEETHREIF R B A S BTl 2L

3.3 FEEIIALER S B /il I 2 AH 7T

Fawcett (2000 :235 ) ¥4 3l1ial i) 20 o i e o3 B e
Z/NVE)ZT , FE 2/ Va] i R R TR S R
P2 T S0 = T =) 1 015 971 a == A i R 2 -
FE SR AN KM E S AR 3B, Wi TE/NA] What a
mess he’s got into 190 AMFElAEIZH into (what) a mess

W Vg A IR, AL TS

=z
Cl
T
S 0iX M MEx E
ngp pphr
o h mv

ngp

/‘\
ad qd b
A |

What a mess he 's got into !

B, FEEEIRGEAC Sy A TR TR 2H A 5

Z/INETBRIATE X He’ s got into (what) a
mess, [} Ji % 28 S JB U] 25 1) | 5 ) 1 Y 25 S A
TAlRIZH S A b, PR R R MR AT, 7R 4]k DI fiE

J2 0, JCie ) A WA B AE | what a mess RZAb
TARME R HLA

3.4 2ialiRl 4 )5 EAE M T g A inl iR 4 30 e

TEIN Y RIE I T, 2410 1R 20 43 F B AL HE
0018 (head) | BR % 18] ( determiner) | J& B & ifi 15
( qualifier) 2 ( Fawcett 2000 :306 ) , 244\ 1] i) 25 15
Fo44 iAlE AL BAS I B, A 1R R A RN B RT BB S
B Ul an exercise that you’ ve been asking for™

for an exercise #5355, WA, T~

z
Cl
S om < E
n;Tfp H%p
h a
Cl

L

it 's an exercisethat you 've been asking for .

K,  Aiaia g s AR i A ial iRl 2 5T

MAIE B RT 50, 32278 ) vp id) b 2 i 44 18] 1)
LHIAA T, 11 45 1Al 20 1) S S TE B /NA IR TS, A
V] TR) 2H SEL TR A /N ) A R TS FE R AT RN E Y
2 irlia 20 0 1A] an exercise SEBR 2 A in] i) 20 Hh
M AME , PR A A7) 92 2 TET R B A1 iR] 1) 26 for an
exercise % 73 B, 41 id for 2 T 4] BB, /- #M1E an
exercise & 24 /N EME

3.5 MBrinl 4 58 it A inlina) SR T

PEBTIRIZH Y FEZE LS5 S 1A (apex ) AT
iA] ( temperer ) | 56 1 (finisher) (6] 12:307) ., 24
A-in] i) 2H 78 25 PR 5T i) 20 58 TR I, A1 1R R AT e &b
55418 WHE/NVa) Lydia is easy to talk with® SR
with Lydia &Z4E505 , & iR

=

Cl
_—
oM _C E
qlgp

Lydia is easy to talk with .

(E3 P VR T ATy A cE N P IR I EZER o)
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iz VA B RME R PE BT IR 2H. easy to talk with
iﬁiﬁ, VE A 8 4 1 5 1R 4H R 0 TR easy Yy /NA] to
talk with , FOEME A A TR IR 4 with ( Lydia) 358, {H
F4) E 5 Lydia SZFR F2 A R1E A A 4,
FLAT P M A A R AR AS BT MR AR, AE A R R T AR
ShAvialial g with Lydia & 424324, /18] with A7 F
A1, A AME Lydia 28] 8 7824 =4 Fi

4 MMEREIRELEI R E

4.1 Z ABRIJEERYEZIN

NBRIIGeAE Ak AR IE R R G AT,
Fawcett (2008 : 151 ) 4K 4 15 & 19 L) BE #8744 e 1
KRG, M 15 < FR 553 M 15 B 8] (information )
AT R HE1 ] ( proposal for action) FHAd FH 55 ok R
( probabilities ) fiff X £ 2&/INa] s A %, Hovp f
B Al FE{E B4 7 4] (information giver) Fl{E B T
>R/4] (information seeker) , H T AR SCHFIE N & H b
A5 BATES 53, TR X2 &8 4384 T 3

SRRl H B S N R iR CHREE RN 3 2 Bl R S
KM i I S B I 32 N BRIDIBERYSE A, 15
T AHE HH Who were you seen by? B[R] @k F-3K
il B who, B T HNEEXT 25 F /A 4 who FYEN,
Y i NAFA118] by 54 #ME who 4355, HUAEIRAE 1Y
7B who BCTER) B 78 2 BE[nIARA], 52 BUNAE B 45
TAIEME B SR AR AR ) s 232 BR H 1Y,
/M) Who does he work for? 41 1] i8] 2H for
whom ZE/NA]HFE ARG, 2 UATE AR T R T AR
T8 14 H AR K 28 2R B 1 19/ #ME who £ 3]
AT TR Y BE R AR KE B TR AR R B S
SRAY, FIREIR B ZZ PR H I, S350, A iain 4l 7 4
B FE RN ST BT, S T SEEAREE BT L TIRE A
PRI FIA - #MEW A P BEST S, /VA] What a mess he’ s
got into | KIFETER RS T N A] (exclamation ) 1)
Yige, PG A T 5RIE S A ERE RN R
JE B 42 1) 3] 41 $2 T, Fawcett (2008 : 156 ) TA My, ok
WAPERA T 8 T5 845 7 A, what J& X% )
AR 1 S e, 3RS T3 AR L — = sl 0 1) B
PFFREE, BRI, what BT DL 38R A% S %) 44 1] i8] 21
0>1H) mess MURRBEAEAN , what a mess F[R]44 8044 17
TZH Ak o122 4% 18] 1) 2H 42 AT M) sl vy 2 S I
AR A] " S AR B U TE A B9 B R R AR
=, VTR A AN EER B

4.2 ZiERIRENI RN

VB DI RETE A ZE T AL R G AR I, Horp
Halliday (1994 ) F1 Fawcett (2008 ) % Wh-%E [a] 4]
SEIA AR 18] 19 £ A7 M 2 A AN [F] 79 & 745 . Halliday
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(1994 :46) K L T 4] & B9 wh-AR RSl 43 Sy F2 457 i
4% {8 Fawcett (2008 : 153 ) A A wh-%E R4 1] A H
iR IRE . A RAE VA ST BE [A] 1a] fry £ R 2y
HE , H Z W& 15 A BE R A i) B 1, PRIt As e
K8 Halliday (1994) IR 53 bR, PG s DI BE A
BERE , A 1Rl TRI A 1Y JF 3% S 45 4 0% F2 AL 5 3 1) 45
SR, TS A - 1R % il £ A4k, BRIR ] You were
seen by whom ¥% it “& %¢ [n] 5] Who were you seen
by? Bsf, A7 AN you ik Who;/J\/D_J He works for
whom $44 K %€ 0] 5] Who does he work for?, =137
M\ he 554520 who. RIFIEJIFFE, AL AET
AR B DT 2 R RN AR K DT SR IR 1 O 1
T A E L AL, LR TR ACPRGE TR DA TR A
R, DT SE BAE R 38 B, A8 )38 HARER R 4k
TE BN E IR

4.3 B2 o3 A e U Y S i

Fawcett ( forthcoming ) $& H 4= il 18 5 A F 1Y 5
ZRIEI) Horp < A S e RS i ) R REAS TR
R U < fRe PR A G A I S R R
BRAR] - 45 AR B S T B SR ], A e 5 R LA R
g — M AL, 2R A SE R Y AT AL 2
JEABETF 4G A T — A AL, TEARFIR1H L
T, B T AR S ) g N A A Y A
JSCHL I HEAT R ], R« o B I ) R < fpe b Ak
TSR R E R AR CER 7RI Ak
Gyt Sa AR s < B P B A SR U i R e
JE B B T B,

Ai-val iA] 2H 380 578 44 ) R 20 S B A T PR T ]
2H 58 WL TE BT 2 A ) Al 32 2 I SR B 52 1) A S I fy

W, UM Tt” s an exercise that you’ ve been asking

for LA A= i 58 B BRI ) F IR R0 | 25
] KM B RE A2 i, A AR RN S R R, 4]
D] 2H S FEAD R Y A7, T 4% TR ) 2H v i e i) S
AIAJ A ZH for an exercise W YA #M g, Al Ik 3% AR
“ IR PR E RS IR AT S A i 44 1R 1R 20
A e TR I8 R A ) 9 5 A b D)2 K A 1] 3]
YA A exercise £ 2 4 0] 1] 2 v 0 1 Y AL
B, M E I an exercise that you’ ve been asking
for L5, /NA] Lydia is easy to talk with [FIRESZ
A LI s, AR < Az e e RS S
VAL R R Sa] kMU A2 R, BT
K253 Lydia BIPEAETE to talk with THIE T & X
A easy, #4115 U, Lydia 7R E M & R H
easy HORF L AR HAW Y & WA TR AR A4 0, 1
Fsf e FE B 000 S, B AT AH R v i R )
B4 /NA] to talk with FRAE easy.
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32 NPrIIBE (TR DIRE | R R A B
PRA BB R I g 2 Sb T B A iR S Bl
TATE AR B 3 SR A TR TR 2 AR SR LR
3 1 A

5 SRIE

AIFET R HeE 5 =008, Doinm ki
WRE ST 2, AR ZE < B X o, B AR EL &
SRR S A T T 4 I 3 S I 5 2R
P EREEF M R, A inlin] 2H 3B 7 S IS 10 R R 3
Sy s A%, TR 3% A BRIIAE e DR
B NS R B ) < R TR SN bR R
SRS IR B 24, (5% b =2 A, T ek RN S B
A ] B T A I DR L R S i A T ) 2 T i 2 B
SR EBERE,

OB T Fawcett(2000:225) ,

@43k T Corpus of Contemporary American English.
GBI T ER IR (1989:29)

@) E) YR T British National Corpus.

G BIARIET Corpus of Contemporary American English.
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