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Language and Metaphysics: A Case Study on Transformational Grammar
Dai Xiaoding Huang min
( Zhongshan Vocational College Nanjing 210048 China; Sun Yat-sen University Guangzhou 510335)

There are two approaches concerning the relationship between language and metaphysics the logical and the linguistic. Zeno
Vendler using transformational techniques distinguishes two semantic categories of facts and events respectively and actually
regardes them as differing and separable classes of metaphysical beings. In doing this he proposes that independent semantic cat—
egories could be isolated and that corresponding classes of beings that were independent of language could thereby be derived.
But further research on Vendler’ s cases shows that it is not semantic categories but grammar that functions in the process of dif—
ferentiating events and facts. At least some semantic categories could not be isolated from grammar and this casts doubt on the
efficacy of the linguistic approach to metaphysics. If semantic categories are not independent of grammar we could not derive
metaphysics from grammar research.
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@D his having arrived unexpectedly his dying
painfully his cooking the dinner;

(@ his unexpected arriving his painful dying

his cooking of the dinner.

@ " John’ s quickly cooking of the dinner;
* John’ s having cooked of the dinner;

John’ s being able to cook of the dinner;

* John’ s not revealing of the secret.
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( 2002:211) .

@ a. The collapse of the Germans was gradu—

al.

b. The collapse of the Germans was an e—
vent.

c. The event the collapse of the Germans
was gradual.

d. © That the Germans collapsed was gradu—
al.

e. That the Germans collapsed was a fact.

f. * The fact that the Germans collapsed

was gradual.
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2002: 223)

® a. The collapse of the Germans is unlikely.
b. That the Germans collapsed is unlikely.

is unlikely

o @a @d

was gradual o
®b fact is un—
likely ®a
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fact o (@ a. The Germans’ having collapsed was un—
likely.

b. That the Germans collapsed was unlikely.
o c. Unlikely the Germans collapsed.

( 2002:223)
® a. John’ s singing of Marseillaise surprised
b. That John sang the Marseillaise surprised
c. That he did it in a pleasant voice sur—
prised me.

®a

o

( the surface struc—

ture) ( the deep structure) o
o A0 a. John’s singing is possible.
b. John sings possibly.
o c. John possibly sings.
o possibly 10a
. MOb
3 possibly
o ©c possibly

o A0a

o

@D a. The collapse of the Germans was a gradu—

al process.

b. The murder of Caesar was a bloody e—
vent.
o c. John’ s kicking of the cat was a deliber—
ate action.
( Siloni 1997)
(@ a. The collapse of the Germans was gradual.
b. The Germans gradually collapsed.
® a. The running of the race took place at

Belmont.

b. The race ran at Belmont.
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in — mode 2002: 225)
mode “v. as such’ ( ‘v.”
) such o o ()
: surprising ()
@ a. I heard the singing of the Marseillaise. good a6
b. I heard mode . The Marseillaise was singing. @
sung in— mode .
@3 a. I felt the trembling of the earth.
b. I felt mode . The earth was trembling . @ well good

in— mode .

o

@ a. " The trouble started after his singing the
Marseillaise.
b. The trouble started after time t. He sang

the Marseillaise at time t.

Da .

at time ¢ a%b
Da.

@ a. Surprisingly John sang the Marseillaise.
. That John sang the Marseillaise was sur—
prising.
c. John’ s singing the Marseillaise was sur—
prising.
A6 a. John surprisingly sang the Marseillaise.
b. John’ s singing of the Marseillaise was
surprising.

@ a. John sang the Marseillaise surprisingly

well.

b. ’That John sang the Marseillaise well was
surprising.

c. The good singing of the Marseillaise was
surprising.

d. "John’ s good singing of the Marseillaise

was surprising.

94

(1

°

( Vendler 1968) .

(2)



2013 2

o ?
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(A) o
o o John’ s singing
the Marseillaise  John’ s singing of the Marseillaise
( John
o sing  the Marseillaise)
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( Vendler 1970: ch. 1) .
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