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A Research on the Intertextuality of Eugene O’ Neill’ s Tragedy
Wang De-ing
( Beijing Institute of Fashion Technology Beijing 100029 China)

Eugene O’ Neill the first American dramatist to have won the Nobile Prize for Literature completed about 50 plays mainly
tragedies. His works have had a farweaching influence on American literature as well as on the development of drama in the
world. Numerous research papers on his dramas can be found in China but most of them are on the analysis of tragedy and the ex—
ploration of his creative skills.

This paper attempts to reinterpret O’ Neill” s works with the theory of intertextuality a text theory in cultural ideological
trend of contemporary Western post-modernism which is put forward by Julia Kristeva ( 1941) the contemporary French famous
literary theorist in 1967 for the first time. By applying the theory of intertextuality the paper makes an analysis of the relevance
of Eugene O’ Neill” s works to classical and modern tragedies and their mutual referential meaning to provide so as a new angle
of interpretation of Eugene O’ Neill” s works.
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