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The Origin and Connotation of Humanistic Spirit and the Differences of

Spirit Embodied in Chinese and Western Literature
Xu Chun-ie

( Heilongjiang University Of Chinese Medicine Harbin 150040 China)
The humanistic spirit is humanity’s common spiritual phenomenon. It formed in literature through the author’s self and so-
cial reflection. It is thought-provoking about man universe nature and social relations. This paper attempts to compare the ori—
gin and connotation of humanistic spirit in Chinese and Western literature then it analyzes the differences of the humanistic spir—
it including Benevolence in confucius ethics and the self-eriticism of individuality harmony between man and nature and people
against God and the people’s livelihood and civil rights. It is found out that regardless of origins both Chinese and Western hu-
manistic spirits have a concern for man himself. The key to humanistic spirit is in human-eriented and people-oriented concept.
However because of the different cultures the humanism embodied in literature is quite different. For instance the Chinese li—
terature pays much attention to the love for others while the Western literature cherishes self-criticism.
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