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The Apocalypse of Science: Criticism and Reflections of the Scientific and

Technological Rationality in Cat’ s Cradle
Ding Kun-min Guo Hong
( Harbin University of Science and Technology Harbin 150040 China /Mudanjiang Medical College
Mudanjiang 157011 China; Harbin University of Science and Technology Harbin 150040 China)

American post-modern novelist Vonnegut deeply reveals and criticizes the random development of science and technology and
the abuse of scientific achievements caused by the supremacy of the scientific and technological rationality in his novel Cat’ s Cra—
dle. By telling the story of Dr. Hoenikker who invents the hitech weapon ice-nine that leads to the total destruction of the world
the writer intends to warn human beings that science and technology is a double-edged sword so human beings should not adore
science and technology blindly. Human society can develop orderly and sustainably only by keeping the balance between scientific
and technological rationality and value rationality.
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