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On Xiang( Imagery) Thinking Paradigm and Translation of Chinese Classics
Bao TongHa
( Jiangnan University Wuxi 214122 China; Confucius and Cultural Innovation Center of
Enhancing Soft Power in Shangdong Qufu 273165 China)

Against the background of Europe—centered academic paradigm the cognition paradigm of traditional Chinese philosophy and
its intelligence system has been criticized and marginalized. However together with the re-consideration of the empirical rationa—
le the traditional Chinese philosophy bears the energetic and universal wisdom that fits for ages and space. This paper discusses
the cognition paradigm of traditional Chinese philosophy i. e. “Xiang/Imagery thinking mode” which is of unique charm and re—
search significance in the field of translation studies. The close links between “Xiang/Imagery Thinking Mode” and Chinese phi—
losophy Chinese poetic literature and the aesthetics of translation have been revealed. It is concluded that translators have to mo—
bilize their “Xiang/Imagery thinking mode” to comprehend the spirit of the original works then apply it to the translation per—
formance through rationale so as to convey the spirit and paradigm of the original wisdom in the oriental culture.
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