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A Study of Pragmatic Presupposition: its Receptive Psychology and Cognitive Expectation
— From the Perspective of Philosophical Hermeneutics
Wei Zai§iang
( Xi” an International Studies University Xi’ an 710061 China)

Expressiveness and receptiveness are unquestionably two basic parts in verbal conversation. They both construct a complete
cognitive process of verbal understanding. As the speaker and the hearer jointly construct the two sides of the verbal activity the
receiver’ s psychology will definitely affect the speaker’ s expressiveness of the pragmatic presupposition. Therefore this paper
from the perspective of hearer’ s receptive psychology based upon philosophical hermeneutics theory will discuss the receptive
psychology and cognitive expectation of pragmatic presupposition.
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@ A Long Time
Greta Garbo was invited to Hollywood dinner which
was attended also by Albert Einstein. Having some vague idea
as to Dr. Einstein’ s status Greta turned to him during the
dinner and remarked ” Doctor I understand that you have a
great theory. Won’t you please explain it all to me?”
“My dear lady” “I’ m afraid there

will not be time enough during the dinner to explain the theo—

said Einstein

ry of relativity but perhaps I can tell you about the law of
gravitation which is really a prerequisite. ”

So Dr. Einstein went on telling her all about the phe—
nomenon of gravity and its consequences. Upon the conclu—
sion of his discourse Greta seemed very impressed and said
to him 7 Well for goodness’ sake Doctor how long has

this been going on?”

@  Greta Garbo how long
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® Born First Lady

Bill and Hillary are driving in Arkansas when they
pass a gas station. Hillary tells Bill she once dated the at—
tendant. “Just think ” says Bill “if you’ d married him
you’ d have ended up as pump jockey’s wife. ”
“No” says Hillary “if I’ d married him he’ d be
president. ”
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“Some” men aren’ t chauvinists.
“All” men are chauvinists.
@ Around here we don’t “like” coffee.
— we “love” it.
o @
(D Is your wife home now?
The boss arrived at his office with a terrible hea—
dache. a
“That’ s funny boss. ” said an employee. “A few
days ago I had a terrible headache too but it didn’ t last
long. My wife pulled me over the sofa gave me a big hug
and a kiss. My headache went away. ”
The boss put on his hat. “I’ ve tried everything some all; ©
else ” he muttered “Is your wife home now?” love . O “ ”
@ : v v
His wife’ s hug and kiss can cure headache.

Is your wife home now .
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