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Evolution of Relations Between Estonia and Russia:

A Preliminary Examination Based on State-building

Xu Gang

Abstract: Since the 18" century, Estonians have had many experiences: from tsarist Russian rule to independence,
from the republic of the Soviet Union to the reacquisition of independence. In these processes, Estonians have been
in constant contact with the Russians. For a long time, the fate of the Estonians was directly related to the Russian
expansion and the strength of Russia. After the end of the cold war, there are both of exclusiveness and inclusiveness
in the relationship between the Estonians and the ethnic Russians. From the perspective of development, the two
largest ethnic groups in Estonia have constantly strived for integration, but the relationship remains fragile and has a
direct impact on the Estonia’s sate-building. Moreover, this effect is fully evident in the interaction between Russia
and Estonia. From the successful transformation standpoint, the rationalization and integration of ethnic relations in
Estonia still has a long way to go.

Keywords: Estonia; Russia; Estonian; Russian; Ethnic relations

HepeMeHLI B OTHOILHNCHUAX MEKAY Actonueii u Poccueii: npeaBapuTeJIbHbIC

HCCTICA0BAHUNA, OCHOBAHHBIC HA HANUOHAJIBbHOM CTPOUTEC/ILCTBE

Croti I'an

[ Aunorauusn] Ilpumepno ¢ 18 Beka B pernoHe MPOKUBAHMS HCTOHIEB MPOULIO HECKOILKO MPOLECCOB:
nosydeHrne DCcToHuer HezaBucuMocTH B 1918 1., Bkimouenue B coctaB CCCP 1 BoccTaHOBIEHNE HE3aBUCUMOCTH B
1991 1. Bce 9TH rofbl 5CTOHCKUI W PyCCKHIA HApOBI OBLT CBS3aHBI THICSTYaMU HATEH. Ha poTsHKeHHH T0CTaTOIHO
JUINTEJIBHOTO MEepHOoJia BPEMEHH Cy/Jb0a ICTOHIIEB Oblja HEMOCPEJACTBEHHO CBSI3aHA CO CTPEMJICHHEM PYCCKOTO
Hapola K dKCIAHCHH, a TaKXe C ycmieHuneM U ociabienueM Poccum. Ilociie okoHIaHUS XOIOIHON BOWHBI B
OTHOILIEHUSIX MEXJIY ACTOHIIAMU U PYCCKUMHU Ha TEPPUTOPUU DCTOHHUH MOSBISIOTCS KaK 3JIEMEHTBl OTUYXKIEHUS,
TaK ¥ TONepaHTHOCTH. C TOUKM 3pEHUS] CUTyallUH Pa3BUTHUSA, JIBE CaMble OOJIBIINE STHUYECKHUE TPYMIbl DCTOHUN
AKTHUBHO CTPEMSTCSI K MHTETPALlUH, OJJHAKO OTHOIICHHS MEXJIY HUMH OCTAIOTCS HEyCTOWYMBBIMHU M OKa3bIBAIOT
HEMOCPEACTBEHHOE BO3/ICHCTBHE HA HAI[MOHAIBHOE CTPOUTENBCTBO B DCTOHHH. OTUETINBEE BCErO 3TO BIUSHUE
MPOSIBJISIETCS] BO B3aMMOOTHOIICHUAX MexIy Poccueil n DcroHueid. B cpaBHeHMM ¢ ycHemIHBIM IEPEXoIoM K
JIEMOKpaTHUU U PBIHOYHON YKOHOMHUKE, DCTOHUU MPEJCTOUT NMPONUTHU JOBOJIBHO JOJTUH MyTh FapMOHHU3ALNU
MEKITHHUECKUX OTHOUIEHUH ¥ MEKITHUUECKON HHTETPALHH.

[Kﬂmqenue cnona] SCTOHI/ISI; POCCI/IH; 9CTOHLBI; PYCCKUE; MEKITHUYCCKUC OTHOLICHUA



