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A Study on Motion Event Segmentation and Typology of Lexicalization in Mandarin
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The paper investigates native Mandarin speakers’ segmentations and expressions of motion events and concludes that : (1)
macro-event is the minimal unit in Mandarin motion events with the respondents not being able to perceive smaller units; (2)
three categories of sub-events encoding Departure Arrival  and Passing respectively have the random order and the ap-
pearance of each category is more than once which denies the application of Macro-event Linking Principle and Biuniqueness
Constraint in Mandarin Motion Event expressions; (3) the position of verb constructions ( middle verb constructions and final
verb constructions) decides the encoding patterns of Mandarin motion events with the middle verb construction per se denoting

Passing and its following constituent denoting Departure or Arrival  yet the final one itself denoting Passing + Depar—
ture / Arrival .
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