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The Deng-Wu Argument and the Anti-semantic Tradition in Chinese Philosophy
Huo Yong-shou
( Guangdong University of Foreign Studies, Guangzhou 510420, China)

By analyzing an argument between Deng Xiaomang and Wu Jiang ( the Deng-Wu argument ) in the early 1990s, this research
finds that both the antilinguistic and the extralinguistic argument theoretically have a semantic or meta-semantic basis in terms of
linguistic meaning. On this basis, this paper argues that Chinese philosophy is by nature not antilinguistic or extralinguistic as ar-
gued by Deng and Wu, but can be characterized as one with an anti-semantic tradition. At the Dao-name level, this tradition is
realized as the ineffability of Dao by name; at the name-reality/language-meaning level, it features by emphasizing reality and
meaning while neglecting name and language ; in the encounter dialogues of Zen Buddhism, it operates by placing an extreme em-
phasis on “live utterances” while despising and rejecting “dead utterances”. Consequently, semantics as a basic dimension of
philosophy has been weak and even failed to exist in Chinese philosophy.
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FEA) T S AN JEHE R (R =) 15 = A
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2020 i

ExF MPRE—XBRAEREHTSHRELFES

F1H

ST LA B 1, BIFE NPT 22 B BL22 (46 3 AR
Rt o B AR ) B HEBE S R T 0 A A R
HAVE AN 25 Z 40 ( Macdonald, Pettit 2011 ; Rosen-
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WY A U U BESE [R) 3 R RT S
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sz (R B AEXM BT T IE I
fafWg? FE“ 7SR« SL7 “F A H BT 19 a5
TLEZEC BB/AETT BRI IER” (BRI
“HETFIT BEMCEBIIT 47 (BT 1992)
A U N TR DO R Sl = Wl T IS0 Bl =l 1]
PR, IXFERIE S WL, (B4R RE B 48 S ST
We? WA Bl NS W (S, BCE B
HOE,, 5 B A5 ) 092 AR S8 T L R I,
P2 W AE VAT 15 LA 10 28 (R A2 RS, TiiAE
(W] 30 ok 7 i R oy B RS 35 SO AR L e Sl T A
WFFE ) B EES 1] ( Bekkum et al. 1997 ; Schmitter
2001 ; Ganeri 2007 ) ,

B 7 ol s . G Rl E I T 53 By i ol N R D
AR I (B DR TR T T
IR 4P AR, A R e wee 5 B IET
(1992) W& Sy AR I, A SCIR Dy, =it 2 P B 11
ZF BAENR AP O AT AR IR - 8] 44
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— BN IBZ/N—" (HE e 2012:105) A fiff
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FNAE) B g A7 g0 Z A Y 25 Bk R (ED
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B[] JEUIR: | B A2 N 1) 44 22 BT 52 45 2]
FIPTE, BHRET ). JETYicdREMFK
Ve A S ST 24 ZZ B0V AL an - BF T REE
2B TLEEAE e A] i O T 06 W) S 22 6], T i ik 25 6
MZ 5 B2 (QETF - GfRE) ) (E %% 2009
110) (“H#HazJy, A 17 HEMR, R FE WA
R (OET - REY) (A 1 :487) (« PAK A 52
MK, 2 A S ARAN S W, 55 T8, 5 T
Yy, HRBR A (CJETF - RF)) (A 1:488),
“AAPLEE SR A A] i T IR L [R) S 22 8] QR SR B
Z ) X S T CEE R R B ST AH IR 8
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RE” (A SIECERIE - REAXAFHE L)),
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R 5, AT LARR R A4 G2 KA T bR
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CANSLICT ZRARE SRR IR ANE ST iR
TR BIROCRAR SRIE TR S < AR SR 1Y
WE R R i AN e Z s — T £
AR TE] T E  EAR S AE A B b e — ik
X A A (B IR0 2008 :418) o AT LA
Vb, U ANSE SO B AN B S0 I e ) S AR 3 TR
W H VT2 TR A S 2 S ik

2 XA — T i = A e 7 AR S
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(EWFEFRXT R Ik iR R M Zsk) . |
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QURAEMTF, REREMTF, IRLEHEM
FLEREFHEEM T, ((IATESTT) BILC B
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M (2 ) A, @ #5852 (I8 L
JEIHEAE 2017 :291) , JEHFEF . 45 A itk A
Ty, IR AR B b A I8, X 2 1S )
B HTIE ) A B G 1 T vk . (HEE L
SR TEAE TR A . A HRL T (B R
DIt BAA S AT (AR SE R <R ) L A
ZHEF5 2 B f (Y15 42 2008:228) , X B« HE AL
T AR AT RR A« BRI R S 7 (R iR 1993,
59), UL UL, BEEF # ] EERE X0 —
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AT DL BASRTE AT e T R IR B L
EA) FEATFE B R IE R L iEA] . Rtk
DL BASEXT FRA T P R A A v T 2 R X
AL G I IESE

4 BERIE

AN S ek e XIS I 1 — S SIS 1 iR 152 RN o3
By, e B [ 97 2 AR S0t I AN 58 A S AN HE - 1
o, B R TR S A B 7 X TR A — R
FEAUANIE w1 ok (LR Uil oF) e st 2R
Jei, CEE LIS — SRS AT i Sy JE A, X AR SIS
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TH], X — AR GE R B M 5 5 < 187 YA Al B, [A)
T FE X < 447 TR SCA5 A 1 32 B 5 A RN 58 58 5 T
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OTAT BRI S RS AR LG E S R
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XL B B S MR A

S 3k

e, 1 E S I RO A e [T] A A
1992(2). || Deng, X.-M. On the Antilinguistic Ten-
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