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Viewers Interpretation
— Mieke Bals Visual Narrative Theory
Zheng Wei
( Heilongjiang University Harbin 150080 China)

Interpreting the meaning of visual art is inseparable from the analysis of image narrative. The visual narrative theory deve—
loped from the study of literary narration by Mieke Bal in which meaning is regarded as an event that the art and viewers meet.
The meaning of the text is produced in the viewers interpretation but it is not purely subjective. The viewers penetrate the symbol
filter focus on the detail symbols in the text frame find out the disharmony factors that are obscured by the whole. The absorp-
tion conversion and integration between the words will produce the meaning of the context. In order to choose an interpretation
that is different from traditional causality establish another order of visual narrative and challenge the cultural stereotypes that
the work belongs to and the ideology behind it. At the same time the viewers interpretation of the work is also open to current
experience making this challenging method of interpreting visual art more operative and practical.
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