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Soviet Union’s Mass Media and Political Communication before the Transformation

Xu Hua

Abstract: At the later stage of Soviet Union, the political restructuring guided by the doctrine of “openness” and
“democracy” set off the media’s transformation and repositioning. Politically, with the transition of one party rule
to the pattern of separation of the communist party and the government, multi-party system, free election and
presidential system, such factors as Soviet Union’s journalism theories, communication subjects, communication
contents, communication channels and even the media’s operation and management and audience orientation, etc,
evolved continuously, catalyzing a media system oriented to democracy, openness and public opinion pluralism. In
the new political communication pattern, the monopoly of mass media by Communist Party of Soviet Union (CPSU)
was changed and the Soviet Union’s media system with the communist party’s newspapers and publications as the
core started to collapse, while foreign media’s permeation and peaceful evolution intensified the social instability
and catalyzed the alternation of the regime.

Keywords: political communication; mass media; dissolution of Soviet Union

CoBerckue CMMU u nosMTu4ecKass KOMMYHMKAIUS B MIEPHO/ 10 NPe0OdpPa3oBaHUil
Croii Xya

[ Aunoraumun)] B nosanuii nepuoa cymecrtsosanus Coserckoro Corwsa “rimacHocTs” M “aeMoKpaTus’,
B KauecTBE BeJIylIeH HA€0I0THH peGOpMUPOBAHUS MMOJTUTHIECKONH CUCTEMBI, MPUBEIN K TpaHC(hOpMaIu
n penosunuonuposanuio CMU. ITo mepe Toro, Kak OCYIIECTBISJICS TEPEXO] OT OJHOMAPTUHHONW CHCTEMBI
yHpaBJeHUs K MHOTONApTUHHOMN, BBOJUINCH CBOOOJHBIC BHIOOPHI M CO3JaBajlach MPE3HUIEHTCKas CUCTEMa
MpaBlieHUs, MEHSIJIMCh Teopusi U coxepkanne CMU, kaHaibl pacnpocTpaHeHuss HHPOPMALMU U J1aXkKe METObI
ynpasieHus u nenesast ayquropus. Poxxmanics CMU, koTopble pyKOBOJACTBOBAINCH MPUHINIAMH AEMOKPATHH,
IJIACHOCTH U ILTIopain3Ma. B HOBOM ¢opmaTre MOJUTHYECKOW KOMMYHHUKALMHU MPOU30NLIA JTUKBUIAALMS
mononommu KIICC na CMU, pymmnacek cucrema coserckux CMI, B 0CHOBE KOTOPOIi JIe)Kaa mapTHitHAs Ie9aTh.
[TponukHoBenue nHocrpanubix CMU n kamnanus “MUpHOU 3BOMONMHK” elle 0OoJblIe YCYTyOUIN COIMaIbHbIC
BOJIHEHHSI, YCKOPHIIH MTPOIIECC CMEHBI BIIACTH.

[ Karoueswbie ciioa] Tlonutuueckas kommynukanus; CMU; pacnag CCCP



