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Stories of “Two Ivans”
— Gogol Tradition in Babel's Short Stories

Xie Chun-yan
(School of Foreign Languages of Harbin Institute of Technology, Harbin 150001, China)

Abstract: In the 20th century Russian literature, Babel was one of the writers most influenced by Gogol's
writing. There are many interrelated ways of writing between the classics in “Red Cavalry’, “ The lvans”
and Gogol's novella “How the Two Ivans Quarrelled”. From the theme connotation, the plot mode to the
character image, there are direct or explicit intertextual relations between the two texts. Contrastive
analysis of the narrative mode and intertextuality between the two texts can explain the multi-layered
discourse connotation of Babel's novels, and help readers further understand the contribution of Babel in

the narrative of Russian literature in the 20th century.
Key words: Babel; Gogol; “Two Ivans”; intertextuality
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