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A Study of the Structural Clauses in Business English Professional Discourse
Li Xiao—guang
( Heilongjiang University Harbin 150080 China)

This paper uses Multidimensional Analysis Tagger 1.3 ( MAT 1.3) to examine and analyze 67 linguistic variables in 6 di-
mensions of the self-composed large—scale business English corpus ( observation corpus) and BNC ( reference corpus) as well as
Business English Textbook sub-corpus ( BETB) and Business English Practical Texts sub-corpus ( BEPT) in the observation cor—
pus. It is found that there are significant differences among the following variations: subordinator — that deletion that verb com—
plements that relative clauses on object position wh-relative clauses on object positions wh—-clauses and concessive adverbial
subordinators. The above differences are explained from the perspective of communicative functions aiming to summarize the
generation mechanism of professional discourse in business English from the meso-perspective and to provide data and rational
support for the construction of professional discourse system in business English.
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