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Sameness - Similarity - Metaphor

Jin Ming-ji

(Center for Russian Language, Literature and Culture Studies of Heilongjiang University, Harbin 150080,
China)

Abstract: Sameness and similarity are opposing categories in that the former is static, constant,
objective, symmetrical and non-visualizable while the latter is dynamic, changing, subjective, asymmetric
and can be visualized. They are important means for human beings to understanding the world and
expressing themselves. The perfect combination of sameness and similarity creates metaphor as a
rhetorical device which is another important means of understanding the world. This paper focuses on
the characteristics of the sameness and similarity and the creation of metaphors, trying to explain that
metaphor is a result of the fusion of sameness and similarity.

Key words: sameness; similarity; metaphor
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