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Analysis of Astrology in Two English Translations of Sanguoyanyi

Guo Yu

( Renmin University of China Beijing 100872 China)

A comparative analysis of the descriptions of astrology in Charles Henry Brewitt-Taylor’s and Moss Roberts” English transla—

tions of Sanguoyanyi shows that the two translators adopted very different translation approaches: domestication and simplification

for Brewitt-Taylor foreignization and amplification for Roberts. This study explores the translation purposes

grounds

their different translation approaches.
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D T have been studying the stars. Since last spring Ve- o
nus has been nearing the ‘Guard’ star in the neighbourhood { » 31
of the ‘Measure’ and the ‘Cowherd’ crossing the River of 3 28 .3 R
Heaven. Mars has been retrograding and came into conjunc— 28 28 5
tion with Venus in the Gate of Heaven so that ‘Metal’ and o 328
‘Fire’ are mingled. Thence must emerge a new ruler. The o
aura of the Hans is exhausted and Chin and Wei must in— AN ) o
crease. ( Lo 1925:138) “roe 7 N o
Since last spring Venus associated with metal had “o7 6 7
stood opposed to Saturn associated with earth at the same 7 the Great Bear(
degree in the first two sectors of the northern sky Ox and ) Measure o Cowherd( )
Dipper. Venus then crossed the star cluster Ford of Heaven in
the adjacent sector Woman as Mars associated with fire “ 7 “ 7
that flickering disobedient planet again reversed course to Vega( ) Cowherd ;
rendezvous with Venus in the Pass of Heaven cluster of the Dipper  Ox o
sector called Net. This conjunction of metal and fire means “ 7
that a new sovereign will ascend. The sum of Han is told. In 7 o the River of Hea—
the central regions the area of ancient Jin and Wei another ven the Milky Way “
house will arise. ( Luo 1991: 109) ” “ 7 the star
“ 7 “ 7 “ 7 o cluster Ford of Heaven “
§ . » : “ 7 (in the adjacent sector
( 1962:1282) . : “ Woman) .
“ 7 5
o ”( 1 1281) . 7 o
“ oo o« ” the Gate of Heaven “ 7
“ ” o (a star in Taurus) ; the Pass of Heaven
Venus( ) Mars( ) cluster “ ” ( of the sector called Net) o
Guard,; Saturn ) o S e " 2005:
237) . :
o 2 “While T happened to be studying the aspect of the
heavens ” said the night visitor ‘I saw Venus then between
; Hydra and Cancer suddenly shoot into the neighbourhood of
the Bear and Lyra. There is danger of a robber raid...” ( Lo
o “ 7 1925: 320)
Venus associated with metal 7 Saturn asso— Ju Shou said to Yuan Shao “I have been observing the

ciated with earth 7 Mars associated with fire

that flickering disobedient planet. This con—
junction of metal and fire means that. . .
Mars. . . reversed course to rendezvous with Venus
o S0
that ‘Metal’ and ‘Fire’ are mingled o
Mars ( .

>> “ »”»
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sky. Venus was moving in the opposite direction between the
lunar lodgings Willow and Ghost as streaks of light shot be—

tween Ox and Dipper. I fear the enemy is going to strike. .. ”

( Luo 1991:234)
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; Triple Platform
o “ 7 Hydra
“ o Cancer ( Ho Peng Yoke) { . Do
o “ 7 ( Sagittarius) “ ” then is my
o “ o7 life to be prolonged “ 7 o ( )
( Capricornus) ( Lyra) Lyra 12 12 o
o Willow Ghost Ox “ 7o
Dipper NN ( » D o
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@ Just now in the San- @i constellation the roving star
was twice as bright as usual while the fixed stars were dar—
kened; the supporting stars were also obscure. With such an
aspect | know my fate.

but I know not the will of God. .. Then will I from within
my tent invoke the Seven Stars of the North. If my master—
lamp remains alight for seven days then is my life to be pro—
longed. . . ( Lo 1925:459 -460)

The guest stars in Triple Platform are doubly bright the
host stars darkened; the ranged luminaries supporting them
are dimmer too. These heavenly phenomena disclose my
fate. .. but everything depends on what Heaven decrees. . .
Inside I will pray to the Northern Dipper. If the main lamp
stays lit seven more days my life may last another circuit of
the zodiac. . . ( Luo 1991: 803)

3 6 3 o
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2005:387) .

On the lowest tier he placed the flags of the twenty-eight
“houses” of the heavens; on the east seven with blue flags
on the north seven with black flags on the west seven with
white flags and on the south seven with red flags. ( Lo
1925:509 -510)

On the lowest tier were twenty-eight flags representing
the twenty-eight zodiacal mansions. Along the eastern face
were seven blue-green flags for the eastern mansions —
Horn Neck Root Room Heart Tail Basket — arrayed
in the shape of the Sky—blue Dragon. Along the northern face
were seven black flags for the northern mansions — Southern
Dipper Ox Girl Void Rooftop Dwelling Wall — laid
out in the form of the Dark Tortoise. On the western side flew
seven white flags for the western mansions — Straddling
Legs Bonds Stomach Bridge Net Turtle Triaster — in
the menacing crouch of the White Tiger. On the southern side
flew seven red flags for the southern mansions — Well
Ghost Willow Star Drawn Bow Wings Axle — making
the outline of the Vermillion Bird. ( Luo 1991:372)
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