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From a Prophet to a Curser: Doris Lessing’s Idealism
Liu Yu-huan Zhou GuiHun
( Northeast Normal University Changchun 130024 China/Changchun Institute of Technology
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Doris Lessing’s idealism which can be roughly divided into two periods by the event of her leaving Africa for England after
the World War I shows great changes. In the former period Lessing inherits Western idealism’s pattern which shows binary
oppositions between ideality and reality. She criticizes racism and yearns for an ideal society where all men are equal. But in the
later period Lessing begins to question Western idealism’s pattern. Contrary to the bright future promised by it Lessing imagines
a future which is even uglier than reality. The change of Lessing’s idealism has something to do with her cross—cultural experience
as well as the transition of Western idealism from blind optimism to cynicism in the 20" century.
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