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Language as a Pointer
— A Case Study of the Early Wittgenstein and Chinese Chan
Liang Rui—ing
( Jinan University Guangzhou 510225 China)

A comparison between the early Wittgenstein and Chinese Chan reveals that they in stark contrast with linguistic nihilism
oppose the referential account of meaning in a strict sense namely that language itself is not equal to a certain metaphysical enti—
ty. It is argued that language plays an important role as a pointer in representing experience be it sensory or metaphysical. In
experiential discourses function as a pointer which provides a semantic clue for us to understand the experiential

other words

world. However {fully understanding the experiential world requires the semantic integration of experiential discourses and rele—

vant background information.
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