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A Study on Citing Practice in English Academic Writings by EFL Learners
Sun Yan-shu
( Shandong University Jinan 250100 China; Liaocheng University Liaocheng 252000 China)

This paper explores the citing practices by Chinese EFL learners. Through the analysis of the participants” course papers and
interviews the paper examines the citing extents the developmental changes and the affecting factors in citing practice of Chinese
postgraduate students. It is found that the students have a low citing extent in textual borrowing but the first-year and second-year
students reveal a significant difference in citing extent in borrowing form of quotation and paraphrase. It is found that the
participants” citing practices are mainly influenced by their citing awareness and disciplinary knowledge. It is indicated that citing
practice is an uneven developmental process requiring the enhancement of disciplinary knowledge and citing awareness and it also
has implications for English academic writing instruction.
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should be related to the function of a certain communicative
event. ( )/ o It should. .. relate the properties of
the phenomenon to the function of a communicative action as
a whole.
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it as a more serious offense. ( )/ . Culturally for
instance being late for a meeting might be perceived as a
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rable Israeli one.
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