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On Schleicher’s Linguistic Ideas

MA Li-ping

(Heilongjiang University, Harbin 150080, China)

Abstract: August Schleicher is one of the most influential historical comparative linguists and the founder
of naturalist language school. Influenced by Hegel's philosophy and Darwin's theory of evolution,
Schleicher proposed his own linguistic ideas. He thought that linguistics is a natural science, and
language must undergo the process of generation, development, maturity and extinction. He divided the
language into different types. Schleicher attempted to reconstruct the Proto-Indo-European language
and proposed family-tree theory. Although some of his linguistic ideas were not approved by later
linguists, we can not deny the fact that he plays a vital role in the development of historical comparative
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linguistics, even linguistics as a whole.
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