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A Lexico-eonstructional Pragmatic Analysis of Involvement-modulation Causative Verbs
Huang Xiao-ping Hou Guo-in
( Huagiao University Quanzhou 362021 China)

From the perspective of lexico-constructional pragmatics this paper analyses eight “involvement-modulation causative
verbs” ((IMCV) like involve with their corresponding constructions expounding their semantic commonness— “involving self or
other in an event so as to modulate towards a certain domain standard or purpose” and their constructional commonness — oc—
curring in such constructions as SVO SVOA( =PP) S+be+V —-ed and S+be+V —ed + A( =PP). Surveys demonstrate
causatively the inefficiency and mistakes of IMCV use on the part of Chinese students of English.
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2.1 involve
N 1) IMCV involve.
SVO; 2) SVOA( =PP); 3) S +be + V-ed; 4) “0) )
S+be+V-ed+A( =PP) , “0 D)
( ) . o )7 (
“ ” ( involvement-mod-— 2 -0©) ( 4 )
ulation causative verbs IMCV) )
“ . (D What sentence we should all have if God. .. had not
IMCV involved and wrapped us in his righteousnesse. ( ;
- - )
o () This doctrine. . . is involved with absurdities and in—
“ - ” IMCV explicable contradictions. ( ceeeee < >
* “ : "(12BYY017) “
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@ Their misconduct soon involved both kings and people
in one common ruin. ( ; 5)

@ Mr. Miiller had been involved in financial difficul—
ties. ( ; )

® Let not my Crime involve the Innocent. ( ()

«C ) 1)

(® They have dreamed of mighty mysteries involved in

numbers. ( ; B )
(@ The Church of England involves all the Britains within
her Communion. ( ( ) ( ) 5)

Every argument involves some assumptions. (

«C ) ; )
© Men who. ..

diers except in an emergency when the safety of the nation

could not be induced to serve as sol—

was involved. ( ; 3)

involve

“ ” “ ”

0.20.@w.®-© @ @

( ) o involve
( argument)
( involver) . ( involvee) () (in-
volvement circumstance) o ” “
" ( circumstantial element) ( theme)
( )~ N N N o
“X involve(s) Y”( ) “X involve

(9 Yinz'(  )—
“Y be involved” ( 3)
( 4) o

“Y be involved in Z”

2.2 IMCV
2.21 adjust
Adjust  “ N N ”
“ 7 involve “X ad-
just(s) Y7 ( 10) “X adjust(s) (Y) to Z”(
) — “Y be ad-

“Y be adjusted to Z”
(10 We own the difficulty of clearly adjusting their rela—

justed”

tion. ( \ ; )

@ He adjusted rapidly to the rough life of the open

range. ( ; ) himself)
2.22 adapt
Adapt ( . . N N N
) adjust.  “X adapt(s) (Y)
to 27 ( 5) “X adapt(s) (Y) from/for Z” (

,) — “Y be adapted”
( ) “Y be adapted to/from/for Z” ( 4) o

46

(@ The structure of the outer ear is adapted to collect

and concentrate the vibrations. ( N ; 3)
@3 ... adapted by H. W. Fowler and F. G. Fowler . ..
from The Oxford Dictionary. ( N ; 4 )
2.23 engage
Engage 7 “ ( )~

( )7 o \
( )7 “X engage(s) Y”( )
“X engage(s) (Y) in/for/to/into Z” ( ) W) —
“Y be engaged” (
)5 “Y be engaged in/for/to Z” ( 4 ®) -
(D He had engaged his city in the Ach? an league. (
Y

@ Mr. Dibdin is engaged in writing a list of the classi-

cal library of the Earl of Spencer. ( ; 4)
2.24 concern
Concern “ N N N ”
IMCV “ /
7 “X concern(s) Y”( ) “X concern( s)
() inZ"(C 19)
“Y be concerned” ( 3 as far as X is
concerned ; “Y be concerned about/with/in Z” ( .
@) -
(0 Celsus ... was a man ... unlikely to concern himself

with vice and folly. (== ; 5)

@ There are other more elementary processes concerned
in all thinking. ( ; . )

2.25 commit

Commit  “ | N N N ”
IMCV “o 7 “X commit(s) Y”
( . @) “X commit(s) (Y) to/for/on/about/with
7, -.ep )

“Y be committed” ( 3

7 . ) -

@® He could not venture to land the troops committed to

“Y be committed to/for

his charge. ( N ; 4 )

@ If T be not speedily committed to the slave trade
cause I shall be committed to something else. ( N

P )

@) When the question is put barely before them they a-
void committing themselves. ( ; )

@D I apprehend everything from his committing the army
with Buonaparte. ( ; 5)

2.26 confront

Confront “ R R 7

IMCV “ « . )

“X confront( s)
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Y7 ( . @)  “X confront(s) (Y) with/to/by Z” ( PP) ) /
(. o ) - /
“Y be confronted” ( 5 @)  “Y be confronted to/ IMCV ) “ 7, 3
with/by Z” ( 4 ®) o A( PP) / o
@ Mr. Hastings instead of choosing to confront his ac— 4 / o IMCV
cuser . .. resisted enquiry. ( ; 1) ( . )
@3 This evidence may be confronted by historical evi- ( sufferer) qualify ( beneficiary)
dence on the other side. ( ; 3) ( commit  engage ) o
@ He still confronted it a crucifix to Dr. Kitchens “ " ( affected) involve
while he kept it out of Dr. Kitchenss reach. ( ; IMCV . IMCV
5) ( ) ( declarative)
@ The old order of things makes so poor a figure when “ « 7 )/ / 7 “ 7
confronted with the new. ( ; 4 ) IMCV “ 7
2.27 qualify V-er.Vee V-C. adjust
Qualify “ N i . N ”;adapt ¢ N
“ N 7 “X qualify( ) Y” . i engage ¢ . .
( . 2 X qualify( -s) (Y) for/as Z”( ) 7. concern N N
@R ) “Y be quali— 7 commit ¢ N N s
fied” ( s @)  “Y be qualified for/as Z” ( 4 confront ~ “ . N "+ qualify
@) - “ 0 ) - ) N )
@0 To qualify him more at large and make him quite a v
wit. ( ; | ) / ( perspective)
@) The propositions referred to the theologians have been ( ) (
qualified as heretical. ( ; .) ) o “ ” BUY .
@ A Royal Charter enabling it to ‘qualify’ nurses as . . ( . ) IMCV
doctors are ‘qualified’ . ( / ; 5) “ ” . .
@9 He the Governor of Mass. met the two Houses at “ ” ( modulatoy) . “ ( )"
12 and was qualified. ( ; 3) ( modulating . ” ( modulatee) ¢
”( modulation circumstance) “A: —B:
3 IMCV - — C: —D: 7.
. ( )
o Wilson( 2004) N
“ 7 “ . 4 A\B.C.D B
” “oe L 7 o | . A ( todo
“ - sth.) 3 40 C
i A
o IMCV B o D
« C (e
I . s IMCV “ N 7
N o “ . 6
Involve  IMCV N “ 7 “ ” “ N N
o involve . 7
. ( ) () o IMCV
( ) . 1 A 4 S 0 v
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\ S 0 “ Vo oo 7o @
7 S (0] V. N Reilly involve  himself “
o “ / ” “ + oo«
7 3 ” @D 7 Reilly  himself “ / 7
@0 Our misfortunes were involved together. “ 7 “ i
@D We are concerned that any Christian divine can so tor— ( ) / “ 7
ture and desecrate the names of virtue.
IMCV “ ” 4 IMCV
“ 7 4.1
IMCV IMCV( )
o Involve “ ()7 “0 )7 . IMCV 1)
adjust “ . 7 adapt IMCV i 2)
“ N " engage “ N 7 . )
concern “ N " commit ;3) 3
“ N " confront “ N 4 o
" qualify “ ) 7o @) " He committed to the project. ( \
IMCV N himself; " be /was)
IMCV “)” > @ I want to give you some suggestions which is in—
° IMCV volved something about studying abroad. (
@ Reilly involves himself G0 So you commit yourself in learning. (
/ / / / / t0)
in every aspect of his company”s business. 6D ° We will be concern with a lot of problem. (
R Reilly is involved 4 . od ) .
/ / / / @3 ° When we confronted a problem we should think a—
in every aspect of his companys business bout the cause of the problem. ( | 4
. “be V-ed with/by/to”)
@ “Reilly 7 Reilly 39 " We try to adjust new life on campus. ( 4
involve “ oo v / )
I ” 4.2 IMCV
Reilly “«oroe o 1) IMCV . 1
1) himself 0 2) - . - .
@ SVOA 3 (
2)i3) involve “ ()7 :2) . IMCV
“ 1) -3) ( &) :3) IMCV
o Reilly “ / "7 Reilly . 2008
0 Al A2 ( 124 ).
“ " ( pseudo-pas— : . N
sive) ¢ " ( statal passive) 4 IMCV .
IMCV o 4.3
Talmy( 2000)  “ 7 IMCV 4 2 1
IMCV “ / / 7 / ( . N
) ( ) “ 8
" ( merge) o Involve “ / / .
7 “ "o in 1) IMCV
“ 12)
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:3) CLEC  SWECCL R . (3
IMCV 7
; 4) . IMCV in— o
volve commit confront :5) ( o
) ; 6) dwarf( . )
i 7) foul( ) o (4) “
8) 9) ;o “«
;10) o (5)
“ ” ( Delancey
N 3 1984:207) IMCV o
o IMCV o
. IMCV 5
- involve
IMCV 7 ( IMCV)
( ) |( ) IMCV o IMCV
1. concemn |31 (25%) |36 (29%) 24(19%) |30 (24%) “
2. commit |36 (29%) |38 (31%) | 40 (32%) (37 (30%) |50 (40%) . ”
3. confront |45 (36%) |48 (39%) |49 (39.5%) (23 (19%) |54 (44%) “SVO SVOA( =PP) S+be +V-ed S+be+V-ed + A( =
4. adjust | 9(7%) |15 (12%) 10 (8%) | 5 (4%) PP) " i IMCV “« ”
5. adapt |16 (13%) |17 (14%) | 5(4%) | 0(0%) |8 (6%) « ” « » « v
6. qualify |22 (18%) |25 (20%) 31 (25%) |45 (36%) Mey « 3 " ).
7. involve |19 (15%) |21 (17%) 34 (27%) |37 (30%)
8. engage |23 (19%) |27 (22%) 29 (23%) |26 (15%) 8 IMCY :
( ) absorb attract acquaint preoccupy compromise
(( 1) IMCV IMCV IMCV. N N
o (2005) o
o disappoint me  disappoint
. IMCV + I 2002
“ 7 (4).
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