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On Wittgenstein’s Thought of Certainty in Philosophical Investigations
— From the Perspective of “Meaning as Use”
Hu Wen
( Fujian Normal University Fuzhou 350007 China)

In his later work of Philosophical Investigations Wittgenstein puts forward his famous insight of “meaning as use”. Some
postmodernists employ it and other related views in this work trying to dissolve certainty and some linguists believe that the la—
ter Wittgenstein completely abandoned the search for certainty and started to pursue the uncertainty of meaning. However
through a close examination of his “meaning as use” we find out that the later Wittgenstein has never ceased the search for cer—
tainty and the certainty he searches for in Philosophical Investigations is an “appropriate” certainty of meaning.
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