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A Study on Allgemeinen Sprachwissenchaft ( General Linguistics) and
Contrastive Linguistics
Pan Wen-guo
(East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062, China)

The nature of General Linguistics ( GL) is Allgemeinen Sprachwissenchaft ( AS). The relation of AS to linguistics of all
kinds is that of language to dialect. Linguistics of different kinds can communicate and integrate in that they share a common ba-
sis, that is, AS, and a common view of language. The nature of Contrastive Linguistics ( CL) is GL and its origin can be traced
back to Humboldi’s and Whorf’s interpretations of the purposes and goals of CL. Issues concerning two or more languages are all
within the scope of CL, including issues about language levels from structure to communication, and to cognition, and from phi-
losophy to theory, to practice and to application; and issues about language research levels from language theory to language
thought, and to history of language culture. Historical and cultural conditions are key factors shaping language thought, language
view and language theory.
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